I i Pa * d ’ kcen ^ *° Vatican to a 

j ajr_ ffi the scanJi for Mklft East peac e, cm Friday congratulated the 

Arabe and Israelis to the 
cm a brief v«» to the 

Vafican at Ac cud of a two day MATO summit, briefed the Pope oo the 
9aiga& East peace conference which opened in Madrid under U.S. and 

”'.t. “"“jy °* State James Balter on “your very important wort to 
5*® to *he Middle East. “We’re wri ting on ft,” replied Mr. 

Bater, architect erf the Madrid talks which brooghTlsrari and aBite Arab 

ggg®^ tZULS the first time. Vatican spokesman Joaquin 

ftaOT^Vsls said die Pbpe and Mr. Bush on the Middle 

Yog griama dorng private talks lasting over an hour in the 

pontm^ stndy. “Pre sident Bosh ootfined to the holy father the steps taken 
MBjJe^Veohw opened (by the Madrid conference) for a stable, 
aecnre and just pence in the hfidtfle East." be 
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Kurdish envoys in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R) — The Imp go vern ment, applying an undeclared 
wf m w iip Btrai^khnU w gi miiiiin , reported in veiled terms Friday that 
Knw fijlli e tmwt hmm y* «n HnghrfuH m HimM it- Four rep ee s e ntaliv ia 
fmo northern Iraq led by Sami Abdul Rahman had arrived to talk about 
“security, stability the of dqurtoots u the Knnfistaa 

amooomous region” the official Iraqi News Agency reported. At^djag 
to eyewitness reports from the north, rebd- ixmuolled areas are renering 
fmm a crippli ng g ov ern m ent in Ha third week (see page 2). 

Furi supplies have run out. Food prices have nearly doubled. Government 
employees are no tongm- being paid. Iraqi media have said no thing 
directly about the ■y™ Nor do they mention reports of fresh dashes' 
between Iraqi government forces and Knrdbh guerrillas near the 
gowenuaeat-coatroDed oil town of Kirkuk. Diplomats in B ag hdad say the 
government seems beaded for a showdown with the Kurds to try to force 
through an i mtffl » ni ny pact for foe region which has been under 
ncgotiatkms since early May. 


Price: Jordan 100 fife; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyate; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


^German firm 
suspected 
^ : of Hlegal arms 
^lateoto Iran, Iraq 

^RAVENSBURG, Germany (R) 
Jr*: — German prosecu to rs said Fri- 
^ daytheywere investigating a firm 
J ^ subjected of illegally supplying 
anns-malring equipment to Iran 
J4 : and Iraq. A spokesman for the 
poblk: prosecutor in the Bavarian 
^1 town of Ravensburg said the firm 

■ .was suspected of delivering 

to both countries in 
' ^ ’1989 that could be used to pro- 
^ dace gap barrels. The deliveries 
^ 4 went via Switzerland in con- 
^ travention of German export 
^ laws, the prosecutor said. The 
& fc form’s offices and those of an 
outside designer in Heflbronn 
-were searched on Tuesday. 
Documents seized in the searches 
were bring examined, tbespokes- 
bac, non said. Neither firm was iden- 

1 fifed. One or two Swiss firms 
'were also suspected erf involve- 
ment and Swim authorities were 
investigating, he said. 

Israeli envoy to 
8 * France to reelgn 

P& .'PARIS (R) — Israel’s ambassa- 
ffii dor to France, Ovadia Sofer, said 
set Friday he was leaving his post to 
is - 'seek a place on the ruling right- 
- h 'vmg Likud party's list m next 
^vicar’s parliamentary elections. *T 
acRfhave received strong encourage- 
foai 'meat to start a political career 
? j ‘fiom both Prime Minister (Yit- 
3 i Thak) Shamir and Foreign Nfims- 
’ter (David) Levy,” Mr. Sofer told 
ia, die French Jewish radio station 
tg, .Radio Communaute-Jndaiques 
.PM. Mr. Sofer, who makes no. 

■ b secret of bis hawkish political 
iuj views, has been ambassador to 
: q France since 1983. His long to- 
ok mire has been criticised in the 
^ Israeli press which charges that 
^ bis statu as a Shamir protege 
'£ made bint . "un touchable. ” 

■ Turkish police hold 
“ leftist squad 

? ANKARA (R) — Police have 
e anestedsix alleged members of a 
^ left-wing squad trained by guer- 
^ rillas in Lebanon to kill senior 
8® Traiosh officials, a semor security 
>s official said Friday. Anti-terrorist 

2 _poSce teams arrested the six men 
o® 2 udnring a series of operations faun- 
s'; died on Oct 12. They seized two 

" automatic rifles, two pistols, 
s am m unition and explosives, the 
as official said. The group was 
vs. trained in assassination techm- 
^ ques for right months in a gueml- 
u 2 b camp in Lebanon’s Bekaa Val- 
P ley, he added. 

ilE 

? IAEA: Iraq made 
nuclear tests but 
no bomb 

VIENNA (R) — Iraq successfully 
tested key parts of a nuclear 
: x bomb just months before its inva- 
skm of Kuwait but could not have 
J produced a complete weapon, 

* U-N. nadear experts said Friday. 
A spokesman fear the Internation- 

C Atomic Energy Agency 
L (IAEA) confirmed a report by 
T British television on Thursday 
; which said Iraq made 20 sococ s s- 
\ fill tests on key components of a 
1 1 bomb in the first fire months of 
*- 1990. But he denied assertions by 
f the rhaim ri Four news ptogram- 
^ me that Iraq just had to put the 

* iftstem together to explode nuo- 
bar bomb. “TTwy did make ab- 

^ out 20 tests, but these are all 
«m»Tl aspects, important, but on a 
f very small scale, and they don’t 
^ have the material cm a scale large 

* enouAftH- a bomb,” Hans Mayer 

* sakLThe Channel Fiour program- 
=5 me quoted U.S. expert Stephen! 
^ Bryen as saying he believed 

Baghdad stfll had the means to 
mike a bomb despite U.N. 

$ efforts; to destroy its nuclear 
pot en t ia l fallowing the Gulf war. 

U-N. to give $15m 
In aid to Iraq 

J! ROME (AP) — A U.N. agency 
J “^ Thursday it will send Iraq 
^ «1S mflBnn in food aid. The 

A i^orid Fbod Progra m me said the 
p ad consisted of 27,200. metric 
k tomes of cereals, 3,400 metric 

* of vegetable od, and 1400 

r tonnes of com soya biraid, 

2 and'915- ! hietric tonnes pf dried 
0° mat The Worid Food Program- 
2^* a (firiskn of the U.N.’s 
& Food aqd Agriodtucs (kgaaiM- 
f fr* (FAO). Last month, FAO 
f *mdmtnyTraaiswei* faced witii 
UJJ. Secarhy 


Obstacles face attempts 
to reshuffle government 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Attempts by Prime 
Minister Taber Masri to reshuffle 
his government and avert a poli- 
tical crisis before the reconv eni ng 
of Parliament in December 
ap p e a red to ran into hurdles Fri- 
day as the various proposals 
failed to provide the government 
with a stronger base in the Lower 
House. 

According to g o ver nm ent offi- 
cials, Mr. Masri is not expected to 
reshuffle his gove r nment unless 
be can ensure a “solid 45 to 47 
votes in any upcoming vote of 
confidence. ” The bargaining with 
the di f fe re n t parliamentary blocs* 
has so far been unable to secure 
such a plurality and more realistic 
expectations continue to calculate 
a tnareimnm of 43 votes in fa v our 
of the government. 

So far a number of meetings 
between the 'prime minister and 
the 23-strong Muslim Brother- 
hood Bloc have only produced 


promises of adopting ‘‘passive" ■ 
oppos i tion to the government in 
return for the premier’s National 
parliamentary bloc's support for 
die reelection of Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat as speaker of the Lower 
House. 

The 18-member Constitution 
Bloc, on the other hand, has 
asked for six ministerial seals in 
addition to the g ove rnm ent's sup- 
port for their speaker candidate 
Tbouqan Hmdawi, who is leader 
of the bloc. A source within the 
Moc, however, said his bloc was 
w ilting to bargain over the num- 
ber of ministerial seats allotted 
the groop if they were promised 
support for Mr. Hindawi’s 
nomination. 

To add to an already complex 
situation, the Democratic Bloc, 
which is the nucleus pariumen- 
tary representative of the Jordan^ 
Arab National Democratic' 
Alliance (JANDA), as experi- 
enced splits in its positions to- 
wards Mr. MasrFs go v e rn me nt, 
as a result of administrative deci- 


sions taken by the cabinet recent- 
ly and over Jordan's partidpatioo 
in the Madrid peace c on fer en ce 
and ensuing Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions. In an apparent shift of 
position towards the government 
a Democratic Bloc source, who 
recently said that his Uoc would 
not continue its support of Mr. 
Masri’s go ver nm ent Friday said 
his group would judge Mr. Mas- 
ri’s government on the merits of 
its statement. 

If Mr. Masri reshuffles tus gov- 
ernment to include the Constitu- 
tion Bloc, officials and parlia- 
mentarians expect that at least 41 
deputies will support Mr. MasrTs 
government, including 17 mem- 
bers of the Constitution Bloc, 15 
members of Mr. Masri’s National 
Bloc, 5 independent Islamists and 
A Democratic Bloc members. 

But although the observers do 
not dismiss the possibility of two 
or three extra votes in the govern- 
ment’s favour, they also do not 

(Cuntmned on page 5) 


Maxwell to be buried | Hawatmeh 
in Jerusalem Sunday 



TEL AVIV (AP) — The body of 
British publisher Robert MaxwdD 
was flown here Friday for burial, 
but controversy continued to 
swirl around both his life and 
death. 

fa Spain, his widow cast doubt 
on an autopsy report saying Mr. 
Maxwell died of mart failure, fa 
A wttrafia, a self-described former 
Israeli intelligence agent levelled 
new charges that the publisher 
was invotod m weapo ns sales to 
Iran. 

Mr. Maxwell’s corpse arrived 
on a private jet from the Canary 
Islands. The 68-year-old pub- 
lisher’s node body was found in 
the Atlantic Ocean off the Span- 
ish island Tuesday after he dis- 
appeared from bis yacht. 

H» widow, Efcabeth Maxwell, 
left the plane with her bead 
down, wearing a dark Mne hat 
and sun glasses. Reporters were 
kept away. 

She was accompanied by her 
daughter, Ghishtine, and her 


Israeli 

driver 

attacked 

‘OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Two Palestinians 
stabbed and strangled an Israeli 
taxi driver Friday then threw him 
from his cab near the West Bank 
town of Ramallsh, the army com- 
mand said. 

The driver, identified only as a 
40-year-old resident of Jeru- 
salem, was treated for slight in- 
juries to his face and hands at 
Hadassah Hospital in ’Ain 
Karem, an army spokesman said. 

Police and security forces 
chased after the hijacked cab and 
later found it abandoned, Israel 
Radio said. 

The wounded man was found 
by Red Cross workera who hap- 
pened to be passing, then handed 
over to sokfiem at a junction 
outside Jerusalem, an army state- 
ment said. 

Teh driver said two Arab pas- 
sengers stabbed turn in his face 
and hands with a small knife, 
tried to gtratig le him with a wire. 


uTTi.Tv 


spokesman added. 

Also Friday, the Rehovot 
magistrates court extended by 15 
days the detention of an Israeli 


in the area of the West Bank dty 
of Hebron, Israel Radio said. 

The daily Haaretz said the man 
and an accomplice stole 10 rifles 
from a military base and sold 
them to Arabs. 

Settlement named city 

Maakh. Admmm, the largest 
Jewish settlement in the occopiedi 
West Bank, was officially desig- 
nated a dty a week before the 
Madrid peace talks, die newty- 
mayor said Friday. _ 

Mayor Amos Tertman denied 
reports in the daily Yeffioth 
A&cffisth that Dam Yatom, head 
.erf the army's central co mman d, 
(Cm * tavd m page 5) 


eldest son, Philip. The coffin, 
covered in a Jewish prayer shawl, 
was taken from the ai rp o rt mem- 
bers of a Jewish burial society 
wearing skullcaps. 

Mr. Maxwell, a Czechoslovak- 
born Jew, will be buried Sunday 
on Jerusalem’s Mount of Olives. 
Jewish tradition holds that those 
buried on the sacred mount will 
be resurrected first when the 
Messiah comes. 

Mr. Maxwell ran a troubled 
two billion media empire that 
included New York’s Daily 
News, London’s Daily Mirror 
and other British tabloids. 

Spanish officials said Mr. Max- 
well died a natural death, 
apparently of heart failure. 

But before leaving the Canary 
Islands, Mis. M axwell suggested 
the autopsy performed on the 
publisher could not be regarded 
as tiie final word on his cause of 
death. 

(Continued ou page 5) 


arrives, 
says DFLP 
not against 
conference 

By Odeh Oddi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Secreta r y General 
of the Democratic Front for the 
liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
Nayef Hawatmeh arrived in Am- 
man Friday as part of a tour in the 
countries of the region which will 
also take him to Morocco. 

fa an arrival statement, Mr.’ 
Hawatmeh said his visit to Jordan 
was aimed at coordinating pan- 
Arab positions in order to restore 
Palestinian aid Arab rights. 

Mr. Hawatmeh, who arrived 
here from Damascus, smd:“The 
Middle East region is on the 
threshold of a new era during 

( Continu e d on page 5> 


Israel and allies shell 
villages in S. Lebanon 


TYPRE, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Israeli and its nnfitia allies bom- 
barded villages in South Lebanon 
Friday, wounding at least three 
civilians. 

Security sources said dozens of 
shells from Israeli ami South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) artillery 
batteries hit villages just west of 
Israel’s self-declared “security 
zone” in the south. 

Israeli rockets destroyed a 
school for orphans and an office 
for Palestinians in two South 
Lebanon Palestinian refugee 
camps on Thursday, killing two 
dvifians. 

Israeli gunners fired more than 
100 shells into a string of villages 
near the 15-km deep buffer zone 
Thursday and SLA militiamen 
Mew up a suspected guerrilla base 
overnight. 

The shelling began on Oct. 20 
when Lebanon’s pro-Iranian Hiz- 
boUah (Party of God) stepped up 
attacks on Israel in a bid to 
sabotage the opening of Middle 
East peace talks in Madrid. 

Israel retaliated with six air 
strikes and by firing more than 
1,250 shells out of die zone. It 
warned residents to curb guerrilla 
activity or risk greater violence. 

Hrzhollah gnerrillag have killed 
six Israeli soldiers in the security 
zone in the last two and a bait 
weeks. 

A group calling itself 


Hezbd&ah-Palestine released a 
picture Friday of an Israeli soldier 
it chums to bold. 

The black-and-white passport 
photo of the soldier identified as 
Yaqoub Sunertskai was accompa- 
nied by a statement from 
Headbofiah-Palestine. 

The statement said the picture 
was released on a promise made 
in October, when the previously 
unheard of group provided the 
number of the soldier’s mflitaiy 
card. 

A photocopy erf what the group 
Harms to be the soldier’s identity 
mid military papers were also 
attached to the statement deli- 
vered to Western news agencies 
in Beirut. 

The Israeli army had nothing to 
add to a statement in October 
when it said a thorough investiga- 
tion found “no soldier is missing 
answering to the published 
name.” 

At the time, nriHtajy sources 
said the name and the serial 
number belonged to two different 
people and both were accounted 
for. 

The identification cards hand- 
ed out Friday were in Hebrew. 
The Arabic statement gave the 
Bo bber' s military serial number as 
4693737 and the identity card 
number as 28915395 that said 
Smerfskai was bran OcL 2, 1971. 


Syria firm 
on progress 
before 
group talks 
with Israel, 
PLO says 

By Jane Arraf 

Renter 

AMMAN — Syria and the 

Pales tinians still want concessions 
from Israel before they win let 
Middle East peace talks go to the 
third stage, a Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official said 
Friday. 

“The Syrians want substantial 
progress to be achieved in the 
bilateral talks on withdrawal, 
freezing of settlements and 
Palestinian setf-determinatjon” 
before they will attend multilater- 
al regional talks, said Yasser 
Abed-Rabbo, who attended talks 
between FLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad. 

Mr. Abed-Rabbo, a PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee member, told 
Reuters on return from the Sy- 
rian port of Tatakia the Palesti- 
nians also insisted on substantial 1 
pmgrena Airin g the hflaten l talk* 
with Israel, most likely to begin in 
two weeks near Washington. 

"... We cannot welcome the 
normalisation of ties before hav- 
ing some progress on our prob- 
lems," he said. 

fa the second stage, the main 
Arab delegations face Israel 
separately on the central ques- 
tions — peace and borders. Multi- 
lateral talks are for discussion of 
broader secondary issues such as 
arms control and water rights. 

Syria wants Israel to withdraw 
from the Golan Heights it seized 
in 1967 and is worried that 
attending talk* on regional issues 
would imply normalisation of ties 
and weaken its bargaining posi- 
tion. 

Mr. Arafat returned to Jordan 
late Thursday froolf Syria before 
flying to Yemen. 

Mr. Abed-Rabbo said Mr. 
Arafat would go on to Egypt, 
which has wanned relations with 
the FLO after the Gulf war, 
either ou Friday or next week 
after a meeting in Cairo of the 
membera of the Arab coali ti on 
which fought against Iraq in the 
Gulf war. 

He said a PLO delegation 
would also travel to Beirut soon 
to discuss the historic Arab- 
Israeli talks which opened in 
Madrid last week. 

The PLO has been barred from 
taking a direct role in the peace 
process but effectively directs 
Palestinian participation. 

The Palestinians are stiH press- 
ing for an Arab summit to coor- 
dinate positions on the peace 
co nfe rence but there are no in- 
dicatioas such a meeting is immi- 
nent. 

One reason for the delay is 
Syria’s fear that the meeting 
would fail because erf differences 
over approaches to the multi- 
lateral talks, a PLO source said. 

Jordan, which » attentfing the 
peace co n fe r e n ce in a joint de- 
legation with the Palestinians, has 
made it dear it will attend the 
multilateral talks to try to resolve 
crucial issues such as water. 

But it says i£.w£D not sign any 
final agreement with Israel with- 
out progress oh the Palestinian 
problem. 

Egypt expects the . bilateral 
talks between Israel and the Arab 
parties to resume in Washington 
within two weeks. Foreign hfims- 
ter Amr Musa said Friday. 

“Egypt is cons ul t i ng with the 
concerned parties to start the 
iabceraf talks, winch are e xp ected 
to be held in Washington within 
two we ek s," he told reporters. 

*(C— tinned on page 5) 


Palestinians expect tough Israeli 
stand, then ceding of territory 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Leaders in the Palesti- 
nian peace delegation said in 
interviews published Friday that 
they expected Israel to fake a 
hardline stance in negotiations 
but to eventually cede control 
over land to Palestinians. 

The daily Maariv reported, 
meanwhile, that the Palestinians 
have demanded a list of 25 confi- 
dence building measures from 
Israel to move forward the peace 
process. The paper said Israeli 
sources denied the list was accu- 
rate. 

Among the demands was 
freeing hundreds of prisoners 
jailed without trial, reopening 
closed universities, allowing dis- 
play of tiie Palestinian flag and 
applying the Geneva conventions 
cn treatment of civilians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Dr. Haidar Abdnl Shafi, who 
headed the Palestinian del e gation 
in Madrid, told the Israeli daily 
Davar that his view that Israel 
would take a tough stance in 
peace talks was bared on Prime 
Minister Yitihak Shamir's speech 
at the conference. 


“I think the (Israeli) dele g at io n 
will stick to the fine Shamir ex- 
pressed in his speech,” he said. 

Mr. Shamir, in his address, 
repeatedly referred to Jews’ 
“right” to the “land of Israel," 
which Israeli right-wingers use to 
mean present-day Israel, plus the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. He 
said the basis of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict was “not terr i t ori al.” 

Faisal Hnsaeuu, who headed 
the advisers to the delegation, 
also told Davar that the biggest 
success of the Madrid meeting 
was placing , the Palestinians* 
plight before the world. 

He said the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO) shared 
the delegates view that “our 
chances of succeeding are better' 
in the political way than in the 
militar y one." 

Asked if the Palestinians would 
accept autonomy for the residents 
erf the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
without the land itself, Mr. Hus- 
semi replied: 

“Israel does not want to give us 
control over land and water 
sources in the framework of the 
interim agreement, but eventual- 


ly they will give it to us.” 

Davar did not say where the 
interviews with Mr. Abdpl Shafi 
and Mr. Husseini were con- 
ducted. They and the other mem- 
bers of the Palestinian delegation 
were expected to return from 
Jordan Sunday. 

On Friday the Palestinian de- 
legates were attacked by several 
radical mpsqne preachers who 
want to turn Israel and the occu- 
pied territories into an Islamic 
State. 

Delegates Hanan Ashrawi, Dr. 
Nabfl Qassis and Mayor Wian 
Freij of Bethlehem were attacked 
because they are Christians, and 
Dr. Abdnl Shafi, a Muslim, was 
called an infidel. 

At the A1 Rawda Mosque in 
the West Bank dty of Nablus, 
Sheikh Ahmad Haj Ah called the 
delegates “a group of atheists and 
seculars who have no linkage with 
Hamm A1 Sharif." 

Sheikh Haj Ah, 52, from a re- 
fugee camp in Nablus, was de- 
tained twice d urin g the nearly 
four-year Palestinian uprising for 
belonging to the Mamie Resist- 
ance Movement, Hamas. 


Bomb rips through heart of 
American University of Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A car- 
bomb tore through the heart of 
the American University of 
Beirut (AUB) on its 125th 
anniversary on Friday, kflfingone 
person on a campus that has long 
been a favoured target for ex- 
tremists. 

The explosion of an -estimated 
80k3o^amniesof TNT packed into 
a Volkswagen van seat a ball of 
fire 50 metres in the air and 
wrecked the college hall adminis- 
tration b uilding . 

A Lebanese janitor, Mnnir 
Salha, buried in tonnes of rubble 
for almost 10 boon (fled of his 
injuries as a bulldozer dug him 
out. Seven people were cut by 
flying glass. 

Gunmen who broke into the 
campus and detonated the car 
bomb before dawn shot dead a 
Syrian soldier at a ch e c kpoint as 
they fled in a yefiow Mercedes, 
security sources and witnesses 
said. 

The government saw the attack 


as an attempt to derail U.S.- 
backed Middle East peace talks 
and Beirut’s drive to encourage 
Westerners to return after 15 
years of civil war. 

“We believe it was meant to 
represent., an obstacle for the 
peace conference and recoucilia- 
tkm in Lebanon,” Interior Minis- 
ter Sami A1 Khatib said after 
visiting tthe u ni ve r s i ty. 

There was no immediate re- 
sponsibility claim. Iranian- 
backed Shnfte Muslim factions 
had threatened attacks on Amer- 
ican targets in protest against the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks in Mad- 
rid. 

However, the attack was de- 
nounced by -Sheikh Mohammad 
Hussein Fadlaflah, the mentor of 
Shfite factions operating in Leba- 
non. 

“This explosion aims at shat- 
tering the prevailing state of 
security,” Sheikh FadtaUah said 
in his Friday prayers sermon. 
“The fm gffyy of intelligence ser- 


vices, be they local or Israeli, are 
b ehind tins explosion." 

~ Prime Minister Omar Karanti 
also Mamed the Jewish state, 
saying “Only Israel benefits from 
such a rrawiwai attack.” 

The blast tore down more than 
one half erf the two-storey college 
-hall administration building and 
dock tower on its top facing the 
mam gate to the sprawling cam- 
pus overlooking the mediterra- 
nean. 

The library btukfing across a 
lane from college hall also was 
devastated by die 3:40 a.m. (0140 
GMT) thunderous blast that 
jolted thousands of Beirut resi- 
dents in bed. Other buildings 
inside and outside tiie campus 
also sustained damage. 

Interior Minister Khatib 
pledged that security agencies 
“would save no effort to chop off 
tiie hands of the culprits." 

“We denounce tins criminal 

(Conti— d on page 5) 



ARAB BANK 

Announces the opening 
of a new office in 


Al-Rainbow St. 

Banking services started 
on Saturday 
9 November 1991 
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U.S. auditors to check 
how Israel spent $400m 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
auditors are going to Israel to sec 
how its government, spent $400 
mflKon in loans guaranteed by tbe 
United States to build tensing for 
Soviet Jewish immi gr an ts, offi- 
cials said Thursday. 

The team from the General 
Accounting Office (GAO), the 
agency which monitors how the 
government spends money 
appropriated by Congress, will 
also examine Israel’s ability to 
repay its foreign debt, said a 
GAO official. 

Tbe auditors are being sort at 
die request of Sen. Robert Byrd, 
said die official, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. Another 
official said the auditors will 
probably leave next week. 

Mr. Byrd’s office bad no im- 
mediate comment. 

Israel's request for guarantees 
to underwrite its borrowing from 
finan cial institutions has stirred 
controversy because of concern 
that the money would be used to 
build bousing for Sonnet Jews in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. The United States 
opposes Jewish settlement in the 
Palestinian lands, viewing them 
as obstacles to peace. 

Israel denies using the guaran- 
tees for bousing in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Israeli embassy 
spokeswoman Roth ,Vann said 
any GAO team going to Israel 
would receive ‘Toll cooperation.’’ 

Israel has received an unpre- 
cedented wave of Soviet immig- 
rants — nearly 400,000 over the 
past two years — and as many as 
one Bullion may come in foe next 
few years, Israelis expect. 

The Israeli government has 
asked for an additional $10 billion 
in U.S. guarantees for boosing. 


But Congress, under unusual 
pressure from tbe a dmini s tra tion 
agreed to bold delay co n sideri n g 
the Israeli request until the end of 
January. 

Last month’s decision gave the 


powerful pro-Israeli lobby a re- 
; defeat. Several propos- 


sounding 
ah are under consideration to 
reduce amounts available to 
Israel if U.S. -guaranteed money 
is found to have been used in the 
occupied t e r rito ries. 

The administration sought the 
delay to avoid antagonising the 
Arabs as peace talks were getting 
under way. 

The Arabs were pleased with 
the delay, viewi ng it a s a depar- 
ture from tiie traditional U.S. 
bias towar d s Israel and as a com- 
mitment to a more evenhanded 
policy. That, in turn, enhanced 
U.S. credibility as a mediator in 
the talks which got under way last 
week in ’Madrid. 


The next phase of the talks is 
planned for later tins month. 

The gu arantees would only cost 
the U.S. taxpayer money if brad 
defaults on the loans. Bat several 
recent repo rts, including a classi- 
fied one from the U.S. govern- 
ment's Export-Import Bank, 
have questioned brad’s ability to 
pay. 

Israeli officials, resigned but 
an^red at the aAninw t r ation’s 
position on the guarantee re- 
quest, said the report was incor- 
rect and failed to take into 
account brad’s “dean” record of 
loan repayment. 

Several Israeli officials accused 
U.S. officials of leaking the re- 
port to the media to prevent 
congressioiial approval of the $10 
trillion guarantees. 


U.S. not pl annin g quick sale 
of jets to Saudis — officials 


WASHINGTON (?) — The 
Borii administration is not plan- 
ning any quick sales of warplanes 
to tiie Middle East despite a 
report that Saudi Arabia has re- 
quested 72 F-15 fighters from 
McDonnell Douglas Corp, admi- 
nistration officials say. 

Such a sale, which could be 
worth more than $4 billion to 
McDonnell Douglas, would have 
to be formally proposed by the 
White House mid approved by 
Congress before ft could become 
official. 

“We don’t anticipate any sales 
of additional air cr a ft, probably 
for the next several months, given 
the current climate,” said one of 
the officials, who asked not to be 
identified. 

The offidab said any addition- 
al sales of U.S. military equip- 
ment to the Middle East, includ- 
ing tiie Arab states in the Gulf, 
were unlikely while the budding 
Middle East peace process was in 
its c ur re nt phase. 

The peace process, which 
brought Israeli and Arab repre- 
sentatives together in Madrid for 
the first time last week, could go 
cm for yean and the admaristre- 
tion offidais did not make dear 
what they meant by the “c u r re nt 
phase.” 

But any proposal for such a 
sale of sophisticated jets to an 
Arab state at the c ur rent time 
would be sure to raise strong 
objections from congressional 
s up porter s of Israel. 

The adnrimstration offidab de- 
efined to say whether President 
George Bush planned to offer 
additional anas to the Sandb and 
other friendly Arab states next 
year. 

McDonnel Aircraft Company, 


tiie military component of the 
McDonnell Douglas Corp, 
announced the Saudi request at 
the Dubai aixshow on Tuesday. 

“If approved by the U.S. tins 
sale will keep the F-15 manufac- 
turing line going through the mid- 
1990s, allowing the company to 
pursne additional improve- 
ments,” Robert Trice, vice presi- 
dent of business development of 
McDormeD Aircraft Co. told a 
news co n fe ren ce in Dubai. 

In Washington, tbe Pentagon 
and State Deportment deefined to 
say whether U.S. and Saudi offi- 
cials discussed such an air- 
craft deal, which would raise the 
touchy issue of whether the adrni- 
mstratiem should continue selling 
billions of dollars in sophisticated 
arms in the volatile region. 

“As a matter of policy, we do 
not comment on confidential ex- 
changes between governments, 
either diplomatically or on a 
mSitaxy-to-military baas,” said a 
brief statement is s u ed by tiie 
State Department 

“Nor do we announce discus- 
sions that could lead to arms 
transfen,” the statement added. 

Saudi Arabia already has 84 
F-15 fighters. During the Gulf 
war, U.S. and Saudi F-15s helped 
the allies win air s u perio ri ty over 
Iraq. 

Offidab of British Aerospace 
Flc said in Dubai on Tuesday they 
(fid not feel tbe proposed deal 
would affect them as the planes 
they hope to sell the Sandb do a 
di ffer en t job from the F-15. 

British Aerospace wan ts to refl 
48 Tornado ground attack aircraft 
and 60 Hawk fighter planes to 
Saudi Arabia, as part of a S17 
billion second phase of a. major 
arms deal. 


Afghan rebel team says Moscow holds key to peace 


ISLAMABAD (R) — An 
Afghan guerrilla delegation due 
to visit the Soviet Union said 
Friday that the key to peace in 
Afghanis tan lay with Moscow. 

“I do believe that after the 
defeat of tiie Soviets in Af ghanis - 
tan and the defeat of communism 
in Soviet Russia and the changes 
in the world, oar negotiations 
with the Soviets will be construc- 
tive, important and effective,” 
guerrilla leader Bnrtaanuddin 
Rabbani said. 


But unless the Soviet Union 
came up with new. proposals to 
end 13 years of war in Afghanis- 


osals the 11-man delegation 
would take to Moscow or 
whether they would have a list of 
Soviet prisoners still held by the 
Mujabedeen guerrillas more than 
two years after the last Soviet 
troops left Afghanis tan . 

The prisoners are one of the 
main conc erns of the Soviet gov- 
ernm en t , which would like them 
treated as n humanitarian issue 
rather as pawns In the poli- 
tical negotiations. Moscow be- 
lieves 60 to 80 primus may still' 
be alive. 

In September the Soviet Umon 
and the United States a gre ed to 
halt weapons supplies- to the 


tan,' the talks woukPHSome to°^yfghans by Jan. 1. The. United 
nothing, he' told a confer- ^States says it has already stopped 
mice before leaving for Samfi deliveries. 

Arabia and the Soviet Union. The guerrilla delegation, repe- 
Hc declined to say what prop- atedly delayed by wrangling 


among the divided Mujabedeen 
leadership over who should, go 
and what proposals to take, wffl 
arrive in Moscow on Sunday after 
a two-day pilgrimage to Saadi 
Arabia. 

They are due to have talks with 
Soviet Foreign Minister Boris 
Paakm and Rttrian Federation 
President Boris Yeltsin. No time 
Emit has been set for the talks. 

Three hardline guerrilla 
groups, inrfnrfmg the powerfu l 
Hezb-i-frlanri of Gnlbiiddm Hek- 
matyar, refused to join the de- 
legation, despite heavy p ress ure 
from Pakistan. 

reporters the 

negotiating tbe creation of a tran- 
sitional g ov ernmen t with the 
Sovie t Uinon , saying font wns far 
the Afghans 


The United Nations has prop- 
oned hosting an intra- Afghan dia- 
logue of an sides in the war over 
Mining an interim administra- 
tion that could end hostilities and 
hold elections. 

Afghan President Najibullah 
has told the United Nations he s 
ready to step do w n if that process 
b acceptable. 


With the exception of a “hand- 
ful of cr iminals ,’* Mr. Rabbani 
said there were many people in 
Kabul, jndodmg people in gov- 
ernment, who would be accept- 
able to the Majahcdcea. 

kfr^Ubbaai mid he befieved 
an rf a nlnfii majority of A^gbans 
hurfewj jjfin with the Soviet Un- 
ion, which the guerrilla groups 
argue stiD co nt rols events in 


Israel, 
guerrillas 
stir cycle 
of violence ini 
S. Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) — brad and pro- 
. Iranian guerrillas are dragging 
South Lebanon through a vicious 
cyde of attack and counter-attack 
far removed from Middle 
peace talks. 

Israel says it must hit back 
when attacked while Lebanon’s 
pro- Iranian Hizbollah organisa- 
tion says the only way to end 
Israeli raids is to wipe out the 
Jewish state. 

Tbe Middle East peace talks in 
Madrid last week brought more 
Arab-Israeli bloodshed to Sooth 
Lebanon. 


Hizbollah stepped up attacks in 
an attempt to sabotage tbe nego- 
tiations. Israel i nc reas ed raids 
and — as Hizbollah 

hoped it would because it be- 
lieves tins will fuel a bigger anti- 
Israeli war. 

Israeli helicopters damaged a 
school for orphans and an office 
of Palestinian grasps in two South 
Lebanon refugee camps on 
Thursday, kitting two civilians 
and wo un d i ng eight. 

Israeli gunners pounded vil- 
lages near their South Lebanon 
“security zone" and Israeli- 
backed Wifitfiamen blew up a sus- 
pected guerrilla base overnight. 

Helicopters fired rockets into 
the ’Ain A1 HBweh refugee c amp 
on the edge of Shkm, south of 
Beirut, hitting the Badr Islamic 
School for orphans arid wounding 
five children. 


Witnesses said the rockets mis- 
sed what was apparently their 
real target — a post of tbe 
Palestinian Force 17 security unit 
next door. The Israeli army said 
the aircraft had hit a 
post, of Fateh. 

Rockets fired by four Israeli 
Cobra helicopters earlier wreck- 
ed an office of tiie Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLF> in Rashidiyeh re- 
fugee camp near the port of Tyre. 
Two civilians were killed and 
three wounded. 

Israel and tbe Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
have fired 1,200 shells in two 
weeks into the smith after Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas killed six Israeli 
soldiers. 

Hizbollah chief Sheikh Abbas 
Mnsawi said: “As long as we are 
afraid of Israel and there is no 
deterrent to it through resistance 
operations, it will continue its 
aggression.” 


Newly released scroll suggests execution of ‘Messiah’ 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Newly released text from the 
Dead Sea scrolls mention the 
execution of a Messiah-like 
leader, suggesting that some 
ancient Jews shared the 
■Christian concept of the 
slaying of a Messiah, scholars 
said Thursday. 

One fragment contains five 
lines of text that describes a 
“leader of the community” 
being “pot to death” and 
mentions “piercings” or 
“wounds,” said Robert 
Eiscnman, a professor of 
Middle East refigioos at Cali- 
fornia State University, Long 
Beach. 

The text also uses Messiah- 
related terms such as “the 
staff,” “the branch of David” 
and the “root of Jesse,” said 
Mr. Ebenman, who helped 
translate tire scroll fragments. 

Its language is dose to that 
in the Old Testament book of 
Isaiah, which says “Fra: oar 
sins be was wounded.” Many 
Christians nse Isaiah’s 
prophecies to aid their under- 
standing of Jesus. 


Mr. Eisemnan said he does 
not know if the leader men- 
tioned in the text was Jesus. 
But he said the text 1ms “far- 
reaching significance” be- 
cause it shows the scrolls’ 
writers and early Christians 
shared similar Messianic 
ideas. 

He said the text supports 
his controversial theory that 
the most recent scrolls were 
written by Jews who helped 
form early Christianity. 
Matty other scholars believe 
tbe scrolls were written by an 
Ascetic Jewish sect called 
Essenes. 


“We’ve known for a 
time there are connections 
between ideas confainnd hi 
tiie scrolls and C hri s tianity. 
However, this particular idea 
— the idea of a dying Mes- 
siah — anewandeomlOHve,” 
said Michael Wise, a Uni- 
versity of Chicago profe m or 
of Aramaic, tiie lan g uag e of 
Jesus. 

Mr. Wise, who helped 
translated tbe fragments, said 


it was a lw a ys thought that 
Jews at the time of Jesus 
expected a Messiah who 
would restore Israel to domi- 
nance politically. Yet the 
newly released text shows 
that the Jewish scroll w iiteis 
had the idea of a Mr— ish 
who would s nffcr and foe. 

“Tim sh ow s tins was not 
an idea umqne to 
ity," Mr. Wise sai 
“Anything winch 
tiaDy impugns the 
of tiie Christian 
be seen by some people aa 
invalidating h or wesinraag 
it,” said Mr. Wise. 

The acrotts contam the old- 
est known copies of the Old 
Testament and n uas erons 
other writings Scholars be- 
here th ey were w ri tten by a 

tween 200 B.C. and AJ>. 50. 

The 800 scroBs, most in 
fragments, were found m 
caves near the Dead Sea m 
the late 1940s and early 
1990k. Stored m Jerreafcm, 
the scrolls contain p ricetem 
i period 


that spawned Christianity 
and modem Judaism. 

A gro u p of scholars, work- 
ing under Jordanian and later 
Israeli auspices, controlled 
access to many of the scrolls 
for 40 years, drawing critic- 
inn that they were shiggish in 
p a biMang translations. 

The H un t ingto n library in 
San Marino broke the 
m onopo l y in September by 
giving qualified scholars free 
to its 3,000 photo- 
of scroll fragments. 

the first 



If the translation of the 
fr agm e nts is correct, the text 
“is very significant,” said 
James frbor, a U ni versity of 
North Carolina associate pro- 
fessor of Chrwtian origins 
and ancient Judaism. 

“It the connection 

tremen d ously between tbe 
early Christians and the peo- 
ple who wrote the scrolls,” 
said Mr. Tabor. 

“It’s an interesting text. I 
doubt if one would call it 


explosive or revohitionary,” 
said Eugene Ulrich, a Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame theol- 
ogy professor. As chief editor 
of the scrolls, Mr. Ulrich was 
among the scholars who had 
early access to tbe docu- 
ments. 

Many concepts once be- 
hoved to be uniquely Christ- 
ian later were found to have 
been mentioned by Jews who 
wrote tbe scrolls, Mr. Ulrich 
said. 

Emile Puech, another of 
tbe scrolls’ editors, revealed 
the same text in Madrid last 
March during a dosed-door 
meeting of official scroll 
scholars, Mr. Ulrich said, 
adding it wiQ be goMished 
soon. 


Mr. Eisehman and Mr. 
Tabor said scroll editors 
could have published tiie text 
years ago and now want to 
play down its significance be- 
cause it could damage tradi- 
tional religious views. Mr. 
Ulrich deified the text was 
withheld. 


U.S. agencies differ over war cos 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Amer- 
ican taxpayers may have to pay 
S7.I bffliou of the $61.1 billion it 
estimates will be the total oost of 
fi ghting /tire Gulf war, the De- 
fence Department says. 

Although Congress has set 
aside $15 btlliou to pay fra the 
war, tbe fi gure s appeared to be 
the Pentagon's highest estimate 
yet of the cost to tiie U.S. treas- 
ury for tbe effort to oust Iraq 
from Kuwait. 


Earlier this year, the congres- 
sional General Accounting Office 

(GAO) said it fod not believe 
U.S. taxpayers should have to 
bear any of tbe costs, since they 
should be covered Ity tiie con- 
tributions of the nations that be- 
nefited from tiie war effort. 


Tbe $7.1 billion expense cited 
by tiie Pentagon includes $3.1 
bttfirai in s up pl em ental approp- 
riations and r epro gr a mming of 


funds from the 1990 fiscal year; 
$1.2 billion in equipment that will 
not be replaced; mid $2.8 billion 
in costs mid long-term personnel 
benefits that will not be funded 


by tiie allied c o nt rib ut ions. 

The Pentagon issued its state- 
ment on tiie cost to taxpayers 
Thursday after Defence Depart- 
ment spokesman Pete WflHams 
disputed a GAO report this week 
that the United States will collect 
$800 mfifion more dim it spent in 
tiie Gtdf war if the allies pay what 
they have pledged. 

Mr. Williams said the GAO 
was “incorrect” in its analysis, 
but a spokesman fra the GAO, 
Cleve Coriett, said tiie agency. 
Congress’s investigative arm, 
stands by its report. Tbe GAO 
has repeatedly taken issue with 
the Pentagon's estimates of its 
war costs, contending they arc 
excessive. 

Mr. Williams said tiie Pentagon 
estimates its “cash cost” in the 
war effort at $51 bittion, and that 
the allies have pledged $48.2 bil- 
lion. 

“That leaves a $ 2.8 billion 
shortfall ... that we will have to 
get in a s up p lem ental appropria- 
tion from Congress,” Mr. Wil- 
liams said. 

The spokesman said the funds 


u 


would have to crane from tiie SI 
bQfion fond appropriated by Coe> 0 
gross as tiie Golf regional defend I** 
fund. 




In its report the GAO said 


allies’ contribution — If fidGUa]! 

— will amount to $48.3 billion 
“or almost $800 miffion mcnfQUL^ 


than tiie Office of Management 
and Budget’s (OMB) funding re 
quirement estimate.” 


The $800 million, the repor . S s 

id, “could be used to r c im Wsg ^Rtf^ ‘ ^ 


the 


the 


in fiscal year 1990 or for otherf 1 ^^ 734 * 
operation-related expenses , r 


expensed 

already incurred ity the Umterf#* 0 ^ p> 
States. 

“We believe the balance 


be even greater because fontfingj^^irs 33 * 
req ui rements do not appear to be V Wr' 


$15 


high as OMB’s estimate. Thetf 0 ^ ,ook P 31 
5 billion of US. funds ^ ' 

Congress appropriated to ^ 

Gulf regional defence fund wfll4& ^' hn , 

not be needed,” the GAO added, i^^ers 0l " “ 
In its statement, the Pentagon # 5 ^ jouk ~ 
said estimates put the overall cost A* j,hs 
at $61.1 billion and the cost tajd 01 S, 
taxpayers would be an estimated "Lesson 
$7.1 billion. Tasd 


Iraqi blockade in north 
worries relief workers 


SULAIMANIYEH (R) — The 
northern Iraqi city of Sulaima- 
niyeh, one of the ce nt re s of Kur- 
dish resistance to the Baghdad 
gov er nment, is suffocating from 
tiie effects of a government 
blockade now in its third week. 

Baghdad, ap parently intent on 
persuading the Kurds to sign an 
agre em e n t on autonomy, has cut 
off supplies of food and fuel and 
has ordered civil servants either 
to go to work in Baghdad or 
for fei t their salaries. 

As a result petrol is in short 
supply, if not impossible to find, 
food prices have risen by up to 95 
per cent and government em- 
ployees are working without pay. 

Thousands of Kurdish refugees 
from fighting in October cannot 
move, either to home or to 
permanent shelter in camps, be- 
cause they have no fuel fra their 
vehicles. 

A Kur dish delegation left for 
Baghdad Wednesday to discuss 
the blockade and Kurds in 
Sulahnamyeb, a city of about one 
million, hope their leaders can 
negotiate a solution. 

The Baghdad government has 
no control over large areas of 
Kurdistan but until tbe second 
half of October it continued to 
supply iebel-held areas with sub- 
sidised fuel and food' rations. • * 

It *aho paid teachers, doctors, 
engineers, traffic police and 
mnnicipal officials throughout 


northern Iraq. 

Very few have complied with 


the order to move south. 

Teachers at tbe Rangin secon- 
dary school fra girls in Snlahna- 
niyeh, for example, received 
notice on OcL 23. 

“We met and decided to con- 
tinue working here without wages 
as long as we can,” said one of 
the teachers. “Each teacher’s 
ability to resist depends on her 
individnal situation.” 

The community has rallied to 
support die schools. Parents are 
donating money and food to help 
the teachers and unemployed 
professionals are teaching with- 
out pay. 

Long lines have formed at pet- 
rol stations, which now open for 
only a few hours a day, if at all. 

Taxi driver Najmeddin 
Mahmoud has queued for three 
days. 

“One day there win be petrol 
and I wiQ be near tiie front,” he 
said. “I have no choice, I have a 
wife and sevfofe children.” 

The price rises, which range 
from 75 to 95 per cent over 10 
days, affect floor, rice, sugar, tea 
and cheese. 

Many Kurds are looking else- 
where to feed their families. 

One man drove from S nlaima- 
ntyeh to go ve rnm ent-controlled 
Kirkuk, outside the blockade 
area, to buy food. 


“I bought rice, ral and cheese, 
but the Iraqi soldiers took it at 
tiie checkpoint and siphoned 
most of the petrol from my car,” 
he said. “They dumped the fuel 
on tiie road.” 

Tbe blockade is also creating 
problems for U.N. relief efforts 
in outlying areas. 

“We’ve been out of diesel fuel 
for two days,” says Egbert 
Menementiogln, a senior U.N. 
official based in Sulahnaniyeh. 
“We’re crying to get people down 
from the mountains, but we have 
no way to transport them.” 

At least 10,000 Kurds from the 
town of Kalar are camped along 
the main road about 60 
kilometres south of Sulaimamyeh 
and are unable to move. 

“Right now (they) are unde- 
cided whether to continue to 
Sayed Sadflc (refugee camp) or 
return to Kalar,” said Mr. 
Menemendoglu. “Unless they 
get fuel, they won’t be going 
anywhere.” 

The United Nations is even 
more disturbed by tbe prospect of 
prolonged food shortages in Kur- 
distan. 

About 1.2 million Kurds de- 
pended on Baghdad for rations in 
Sulahnaniyeh govemorate alone... 
Another 200,000 Kurdish re~ 

• fugees in the area rely on the 
United Nations for food. .» 

Tens of thousands of them axe 
not in Sulahnaniyeh dty bat in 
remote and inaccessible moun- 
tain villages. 

Tbe government completed its 
monthly food distribution around 
Sulahnaniyeh in late October and 
relief workers worry Baghdad’s 
stocks are depleted and no more 
food will come north. 

Mr. Menemendoglu said that 
feeding more than 1.4 million 
people without reliable fuel sup- 
plies, just as winter sets in, would 
be impossible. 

“If this food em b ar go con- 
tinues, even fra a matter of 
weeks, we will be in real crisis,” 
he said. “The question is how 
quickly the international com- 
munity can mobilise to handle 
food distribution in northern 
Iraq.”’ 

Allied mflitaxy sources based in 
Turkey say they have an urgent 
request from the United Nations 
to supply food fra 500,000 people 
for 15 days in Sulainianiydh gov- 
ernorate. 

Mr. Menemendoghi said he 
thought Turkey and Iran, winch 
border northern Iraq, would 
probably prov id e food and fuel to 
Kurdistan if tiie blockade con- 
tinues mud) longer. 

Some two million refugees en- 
ded up in the mountains of Tur- 
key and Iran last April when a 
Kurdish rebellion against the gov- 
ernment collapsed. Many re- 
turned borne only recently. 


Anbari 
says he 
knows 
nothing 
about Iraqi 
oil sales 
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UNTIED NATIONS (R) 

Iraq’s U.N. ambassador said 
Thursday be knew nothing about ^ 
rumours that was will- ^ ro^ s * 


ing to sell some oil under a ^ trade e\ 
Security Council resolution per* & Canada a ad 
Gritting it to dispose of op to $1.6 towards 
billion worth over a six-month ?[M rist groups 
period. -ritidaB abroad- 

“As far as I know, nothing 
all,” Ambassador Abdul Amir AJ njoent. afi c 
[fcAnbari told Renters. 

He said be had not been in 
touch with Baghdad for 48-homs, 

“and tins is another indication 
that there is no foundation for tbe 
tumour, because otherwise they 
would have let me know.” 

Mr. Anbari joked: “You can 
help raise , tiie (rices by raying 
that the Iraqis are not selfingoil. n 

Asked Whether Iraq would 
then sell ral, if prices finned, he 
•laughed: • “We are eangbt be- 
tween tiie sea und the devil.” 

Bat he cocifinned he had heard 

*iMrthmg jnffiMting Baghda d pbuw 

ned to sell oil. 
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“The last official word' is that 
Iraq is not interested in im- 
plementing the resolution,” be 
added, referring to a Security 


Council decision last August per- 
mitting the sale of op to $1.6 


trillion worth of Iraqi oil over 3, 
six-month period to enable Bagn 
dad to buy food and other huma- 
nitarian supplies. 

Iraq, which remains under 
U.N. sanctions fra its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, objects 
to tiie resolution because all the 
proceeds would have to be paid 
into a U.N. escrow account. 

About $933 mini on would be 
available to bny food and other 
civilian necessities and tbe rest 
would earmarked fra Gulf war 
reparati ons and to meet other 
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obligations stemmiqg from the 
invasion of Kuwait. 


The sale of the oil would be 
strictly m onito red by tbe United 
Nations. So would the purchase 
of humanitarian goods and its 
(fistribution in Iraq. 

Rumours thnr Iraq might now 
be prepared to sell some oil under 
conditions set by the Security 
Council swirled in the oil market 
Thursday. 

„ The spokesman fra the U.N. 
mnsioD of a penwment Security 
CbuncO member said he had re- 
ceived a number of ■qa iri e s ab- 
out the rumours. , . 
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RJ 

Inaugurates 

new 

route 


. AMM AN (J.T.) — The nati onal 
“dine. Royal Jordanian (RJ), 
ha » lau nched the Amman Toron- 
-to route at the rate of one weekly 
flight and said that the new route 
Fas bound to bolster Jordaman- 
C a Ra dian relations and boost 
. Jordanian to ur hupp . 

. An RJ statement said that the 
opening of the Amman-Toronto 
route, which took place Thursday 
jiT cooperation with Air Canada, 
marks one more step in expand" 
mg die national airime’s routes to 
various comers of the world. 

. - The bow route manifests the 
revival of the national airline's 


turn and recession during the 
Gulf crisis. 

RJ Chief^Eaecntive Officer 
Hnsam Aba Gfaazaleh has said 
that RJ, which sustained heavy 
losses as a result of the Gulf 
crisis, was now returning to nor- 
mal and increasing its volume. 

Mr. Abu Gfaazaleh, who last 
May estimated RTs losses from 
tile Gulf crises at $100 million, 
said that the anime’s operations 
are gaming momentum. RJ offi- 
cials cited the opening of the 
Amman-Beirut and later the 
Amman-Colombo routes in the 
Sommer as «gns of impro vement 
in the airline’s world- wide opera- 
tions. 

The new route will also help 
stimulate trade exchanges be- 
tween Canada, and Jordan and 
contribute towards bringing in 
more tourist groups and market- 
ing Jordan abroad, especially as 
Toronto has a large community of 
Arab descent, an official said. . 

The official said that the 
maiden flight akmg the new route 
was launched on a Tristar air- 
craft. At present, the flights will 
be made on Thursday's bat a 
Monday fright might be added in 
the spring. 

The official said that the deci- 
sion to operate the Axnman- 
Toronto route came after due 
studies and research on the ‘part" 
of the national airline. - 

Mr. Abu Gfaazaleh, Icadmg a 
group of senior RJ officials, was 
in Toronto to receive the first 
flight and welcome die passan- 
gerc. A team of representatives of 
the Jordanian travel and tourist 
offices from Jordan were also 
faesent at tire airport. 

RTs maiden flight to Toronto 
coincided with a report from In- 
donesia that RJ was elected vice 
chairman at a c onf e ren ce by 
Muristeis of Communication and 
Postal Services in the countries erf 
the Organisation of Mamie Con- 
ference (OIC) which is underway 
in |be city of Bandung. 

Addressing the conference, 
-Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport and Com- 
munications Ali Suhefanat pre- 
sented a number of working pap- 
ers dealing with Jordan’s en- 
deavours in transport and com- 
munications fields with Arab and 
Islamic countries. 

The conference, the second of 
its kind by OIC countries, was 
dwyretging a host of issnes rdated 
to boosting communications 
amtwg Mami e nations. 

Mr. Sobeimat is accompanied 


rqa onriMe for postal and com- 
munications services indudmg 
RJ. 



GATHERING OF PEACE-SEEKERS: H is Majesty 
Bag Huraria Thursday received at the l»|d 
Coart members of the Jkrfat Jordanlan-Palesttarian 
de l eg a tion to the Madrid Pence Conference, and 
won hers of the Pa j utiaian advisory com ftfee , 
which accemparied the d el e gati on to Madrid. 
King Hussein praised the mriqne per fo rmance of 
the joint ririegartnn at the Madrid peace confer- 
ence, noting that it wen the Palestinian and Arab 
canoes international support. The Kiag eded for 
farther ephandhig of Fdesthdan-Jbrdanian coor- 
tfiaatioB and stresae d the importance of preparing 


for tbe Uaknd and unritBatenl talks. The King 
also exchanged views with ineuilieis of the Joins 
delegation aod the advisory crniHiwttee on a 
■amber of haws of motaal concern. The meeting 
was attended by Bis Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan, Prime Minister Taber Maari, 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
King’s political advisor Adnan Aim Odeh, the 
King’s military secretary Prince Talal Ben 
Moham m ad and Infbnaatfioa Minister Mahmond 
A1 Sharif: 


Race 

promoting 

tourism 

begins 

By Afeen Bmmayan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Ruta Los 
Nabateos ’91,” a six-day desert 
safari on four-wheel drives, set 
out from Amman Friday morn- 
ing and will follow the desert 
hfghways to reach Aqaba 
Thursday, Nov. 14. 

Organised by a local tourism 
company in cooperation with 
tbe Ministry of Tourism and 
Royal Jordanian Airlines, tbe 
desert safari witt be transmit- 
ted live on Spanish television 
by crews covering tbe event 
throughout its many stages. 

AD but one of the 27 partici- 
pating toaimi have come from 
Spain. The aim of the safari is 
to acquaint the Spanish people 
with the archaeological and 
touristic rites in Jordan as weD 
as to promote tourism in Jor- 
dan. 

The team of Randa A1 
Nabelsi and Najwa A1 Hasan 
wfll represent Jordan in a four- 
wheel drive Toyota pick-up. 

Many other Jordanians 
would have participated, but it 
seems not much information 
was available and the event 
was not publicised enough. 

“Tin faking part because I 
Eke auto sports and the adven- 
ture that goes with it, but I find 

the idea of only our team 
representing Jordan a bit 
strange,” Randa A1 Nabelsi 
told the Jordan Times. 

The route of the safari wiD 
take tbe participants from Am- 
man to Aqaba via A1 Azraq, 
the Dead Sea, Karak, Petra, 
Mbudawwara and Wadi Rum. 

The participants wiD spend a 
day at the Dead Sea and two 
nights in Petra and will camp 
along the way before oonchki- 
ing their safari in Aqaba. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe fbBowing listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are a dvised to verify tbe Hated 
tir^m aod place with tbe concerned institutions. 


☆ bnqf art exfaBtffton at the Phoenix Gallery of Ait andCultare, 
Gardens Street 

feEsMbHhNi entitled “The Arab Traditional Hone, S e l ec t ed 
Haas at oar Heritage” by Haaa Sadeq Bnrrimi at Batadaa 
CaBety, Gardens Street. 


it ExMbUoB entitled “Graphic Arts of the 6te* (from the Federal 
. RepubHc of Germany) at the Abdnl Hameed Stoma Founda- 
tion grikry (open from 10 a.m. to 5 pan.). 
tr ExfcBrftioa of photos by Hrfefiy Glnrd at the French Odtmal 
.Centre. 

> BiMMHm. of <■— hh«mI embnddety and h a ndm a de Hems at 
' tin Marriott Hotel. 

* Exhibition of nafotings depicting acenea from Aqaba and 
v Jordan by JnSriawM Kamal Shnhawi Yassin at the 


ft falftMo e by Iraqi artist Samira Abdnl Wahah to the Royal 
V- ddml Centre. 

FOM 

German Oka entitled “tok d*r Dfenstfahri” at the Goethe 
Ta a ti t uif — 8 (un. 


French, Jordanian 
doctors exchange 
knowldge, expertise 

By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A scientific event, the first of its kind in Jordan, 
brought together French and Jordanian doctors who, for two days, 
last week exchanged knowledge and the latest advances in the field 
of paediatrics and neonatology. 

.Organised by the Jordanian-French Medical Association, the 
two-day co nf erence tackled child nutrition, renal, metabolic and 
renal deseases and care, for mothers during the antenatal and 
neonatal period as weD as monitoring pregnancies. 

At a press conference held at the end of the parley. Professor J. 
Mflliez, head of the French-Jordanian Medical Association, said 
that tbe choice of the theme for the conference — paediatrics — 
was not accidental, it was, besides a medical choice, a political one 
as weD. “Separated by war, we deckled to meet and discuss 
children, rebuild relations with the (Jordanian) Arab people. This 
was an occasion.” 

.. Dr>..FatMeh .Saudi, headof- the- Jordanian-French Medical 
Association, added: “Children make up SO per cent of tbe 
population. They are the most vulnerable part of the society, our 
future. Children are a priority in any country. There is stiD a lot to 
do for children healthwise, but also socially, bv educating parents, 
enhancing their awareness of dangers to drikfren.” < 

She said that the conference was successful in that more than 200 
doctors p a rticipated in the talks and it was the first time a group of 
French doctors came to Jordan to impart their knowledge. 

The novelty of the papers was represented in topics touching 
oil AIDS io infants, vaccination against hepatitis — winch has just 
’ started in Jordan and is aimed at beaming a comprehensive 
practice throughout the Kingdom — new aspects of the lymphatic 
sy n dr o m e in renal diseases and the study of tbe possibility of 
expanding programmes for screening of the motor development 
and of the visual or bearing defects in children. 

Interesting topics were those dealing with new treatment of 
meningitis with corticosteroids, berides antibiotics, and the modern 
methods of diagnosing antenatal uropathies, which give good 
resutis. 

The organisers of the conference expressed satisfaction with the 
high scientific level and quality of exchanges. 

“The first conclusion (we readied) is that the conference has met 
all toe expectation we put in h. This is encouraging for die future 
when we aim at organising long-range scientific exchanges,” said 
Prof. Mflliez. 

Earlier in the day. Her Majesty Queen Noor received at A1 
Ma’wa Palace representatives of the association. The Queen 
reviewed tbe significant progress Jordan has made in recent 
decades in the fields of child and mother care. 

The Queen highlighted the conditions of women and children of 
poor famflies in tbe aftermath erf the Gulf crisis and said they are 
the primary victims of political, sotio-economic and environmental 
tragedies. 

Discussions during the meeting also focused on the importance of 
adopting an integrated approach encompassing health care where- 
by the physical, emotional, mental, political and socio-economic 
needs of individuals are addressed shnuHaneourty to achieve 
maxzm am quality of life improvement 
The Queen cited the model Quality of life Project, winch the 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation is currently implementing in coopera- 
tion with the World Health Organisation, as a successful integrated 
development project which is based on health development 
priorities. 

Prof. Mflliez said the conference had set the pace for scientific 
collaboration and the association wfll continue to plan for joint 
activities which wi benefit both the Jordanian and the French side. 


Local Short Term Consultant 
Diagnostic Evaluation in UNRWA Schools 

UNRWA Headquarters Branch, Amman-School Education CMvi- ' 
sion - Is seeking for a consultant to work during a period of 2 
'months in development and production of "Diagnostic Tests” for 
the lower elementary level in the Arabic language. 

The incumbent will work under the supervision of the Chief 
School Education Division aid as part of a team of specialists in 
lower elementary, Arabic and remedial education. 
Qualifications: 

The candidates should hava- 

a) A postgraduate teaching in education until some specialisa- 
tion in evaluation or primary education. 

b) Experience in the design and development of tests, specially 
educational diagnostic instruments an asset 

c) Fluency in Arabic necessary but all candidates with above 
mentioned qualifications are welcomed to appiy.- 

Remuneraton for the period of contract will be JD 1,000 
Applications should roach our office by Nov. 17, 1991 
Address: Head of Administration 
P.O.Box 484, 

UNRWA Headquarters Branch, 

Amman - Jordan 


UNRWA Issues annual report, 
cites need for additional donations 


Spwwii from Vienna 

IN HIS annual report to the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly issued in New York on Nov. 
4, the commissioiier-gcaieral of 
UNRWA — tbe United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency, liter 
Turkmen, called on all potential 
donors for ass i stance so that UN- 
RWA can continue providing 
essential services to the rapidly 
gro w ing refugee community. 

Continued financial support for 
UNRWA’s programmes is essen- 
tial to the fives and welfare of the 
refugee population, the 
commissioner-general empha- 
sized. “Broadening tbe agency’s 
donor base is therefore a major 
priority,” he said. 

Mr. Turkmen said that at the 

in June l^^I^l^d^refug^ 
registered with UNRWA num- 
bered 2,519,000. With a growth 
rate of about 3 per cent per year, 
this makes the refugees one of tbe 
most rapidly expanding popula- 
tion in tbe world. There were 
fewer than one milli on when the 
Agency began operations in 1950. 

Tbe commissioner-general said 
that during the one-year report- 
ing period, 157 Pales tinians had 
been killed in dashes with the 
Israeli security forces. Schools 
had been shut (town for around 
40% of the school year. 


Mr. Turkmen described the 
effects erf the Gulf crisis on UN- 
RWA activities. Following 
lengthy curfew in the West Bank 
and Gaza, UNRWA distributed 
food to tbe entire refugee popula- 
tion and to needy non-refugees. 
Toss of earnings and remittances 
from the Gulf, reduction of 
domestic and export revenue and 
increased security measures dra- 
matically aggravated unemploy- 
ment and weakened still further 
the Palestinian economy in the 
West Bank and Gaza,” Mr. Turk- 
men said. UNRWA’s response 
has been to expand its income- 
generating activities and step up 
job creation through its own con- 
struction programme. 

Mr. Turkmen expressed his- 
hope that “Palestinians would 
share in the benefits of the gener- 
al improvement of the duration in 
Lebanon,” he said. But, he 
warned, UNRWA is c urr e ntly 
faced with high unemployment 
among the refugees and lade of 
housing for up to 4,000 squatter 

families displaced by re t u rning 

owners. 

Between August 1990 and 
March 1991, “approximately 
250,000 persons holding Jorda- 
nian passports arrived in Jordan, 
of whom the majority were of 
Palestinian origin.” As a result, 
Mr. Turkmen explained, in- 
creased needs for education. 


health, housing and 
are strongly felt by UNRWA. 

Throughout a difficult year, 
UNRWA continued to offer 
education, health and relief and 
social services programmes to the 
Palestine refugees. 

UNRWA taught 365,000 stu- 
dents last year in grades 1-9 (and’ 
10 in Lebanon). Over 5,000 stu- 
dents were trained in UNRWA 
vocational schools and 640 uni- 
versity scholarships were 
awarded. To counter the severe 
educational disturbances in West 
Bank and Gaza, UNRWA pro- 
duced self-learning material and 
gave them to refugee children. 
But UNRWA students must live 
daily with overcrowding and in- 
adequate facilities. 

Mr. Turkmen reported that 
-over 77% of UNRWA students 
were on double shifts. Funds 
originally planned for school con- 
struction bad to be used to avoid 
triple shifting The commissioner- 
general noted that contributions 
“were not sufficient to meet the 
most urgent requirements of the 
programme wi t hin a reasonable 
period of time.” As existing 

bufldtDgS tO and 

more students than ever before 
enter UNRWA schools, the 
situation becomes more critical. 

UNRWA provided about 
852,000 Palestine refugees with 


pr imar y health care (faring the 

reporting period, the 
commissioner-genera] said. Mr. 
Turkmen reported that UNRWA 
improved its first aid and basic 
life-support services in West 
Bank and Gaza during the report^ 
ing period. But refugee health 
needs outweigh UNRWA’s re- 
sources. A high birth rate, high 
unemployment and sporadic vio- 
lence mean overcrowding at 
health facilities, delays for par 
tients and long working horns for 
UNRWA employees. 

The demands on UNRWA’s 
relief programme were stronger 
than ever tins year, especially in 
tbe occupied territory where over 
13 per cent of Gazan refugees 
were receiving direct relief. UN- 
RWA providoi financial aid, im- 
provements cm shelter and food 
and clothing to a growing number 
of needy refugees. But, as the 
commissioner-general explained, 
UNRWA is to provide not only 
relief but some job opport u n i ties. 
To this end, social services were 
expanded for which the agency is 
in need of funds. 

Mr. Turkmen welcomed the 
beginning of peace talks in Mad- 
rid and said that be hoped that 
the process now underway would 
lead in due course to a just and 
lasting settlement of the refugee 
problem and the Palestinian 
question as a whole. 


Virus spread by whitefly responsible 
for crop damage, report concludes 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim 

Spcaal to tbe 
Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The primary 
cause of the failure of the 
1990-91 tomato crop in the 
Jordan Valley region was the 
outbreak of a virus that was 
carried by die whitefly, a gov- 
ernment report has found. 

A British team of e xperts 
hired by the government of 
Jordan to determine die cause 
of the crop failure determined 
that die outbreak of Tomato 
Yellow Leaft Curl Virus 
(TYLCV) damaged and in- 
capacitated -the crops in die 
Jordan Valley region. 

Tbe report directly contra- 
dicts tbe daim of fanners in the 
area that die crop faflnre had 
been caused by the use of 
polluted water from the King** 
Talal Dam. 

“Although the irrigation wa- 
ter comes from a catchment 
redeving industrial waste, the 
mission was given no patholo- 
gical evidence to support spe- 
culation that heavy metal 
toxicity had damaged the 
crops,” the report stated. 


However, the team of Brit- 
ish experts suggested that the 
full effects of the continued use 
of water from the King Talal , 
Dam should be further stu- 
died. Specifically, they said in 
the report, the marketability of 
crops known to come from the 
area may be diminished. 

Dr. Abdnl Aziz Weshah, 
secretary general of the Jordan 
Valley Aut h o rity , said the gov- 
ernment would commission 
more studies to determine 
what, if any, were the effects of 
continued nse of irrigation wa- 
ter from the King Talal Dam. 

Pr. Walid Abu-Ghartriefa^ 
d<3in at the Faculty bf Agricol- 
ture at the Unmanly of Jof- 
: dan, said that die appearance 
of TYLCV was directly linked 
to the introduction of the 
whitefly in Jordan about 20 
yean ago. “This disease usual- 
ly occurs on the tomato 
whenever die fly is there,” he 
said. “If the whitefly is not 
there, the disease doesn't 
occur. 

“Tbe whitefly itself is new to 
Jordan,” he continued. “We 
didn’t have the disease or the 
whitefly but with the introduc- 


tion of the whitefly, the disease 
began to occur.” 

The disease causes mottling 
and curimg of tbe leaves, he 
said, resulting in the plant be- 
coming mailer in am and in- 
capable of producing normal 
fruits. The disease itself, he 
added, is eliminated when 
temperatures cool and the 
plant may recover to once 
again become viable. 

But tbe continued presence 
of the whitefly, especially dur- 
ing the extended summers of 
the last four or five years, 
allows tiie disease to flourish 
again. . ... 

>M Tbe fly tries to feed upon 
the tomato,” be saiiL ^H it 
feeds on an infected tomato 
plant ... it acquires tbe vims. 
So when it flies to another 
virus-free plant, it feeds upon 
it and while feeding transmits 
tiie virus.” 

Insecticide-spraying cam- 
paigns being conducted by the 
Ministry of Agriculture are 
trying to eradicate the fly with- 
out modi success. Dr. Abu- 
Gharbieh sad. 

La another finding, the Brit- 
ish team found dmt tbe high 


salinity in water used to irri- 
gate the crops may decrease 
the yteld of sensitive crops such 
as banana by as much as 25 per 
cent. 

“The salinity causes the 
plant to become weaker, smal- 
ler in size and, in extreme 
conditions, h becomes dwarfed 
and small,” Dr. Abo Gfaartrieh 
said. 

Dr. Weshah said the TV A is 
addressing tiie problem by 
mixing fresh water from the 
Yarmouk River to water from 
the King Talal Dam, lowering 
the, overall salt content 

Dr. Weshah stressed that the 
high salt content of the water 
from the King Tala] Dam was 
not the cause of the failure of 
tiie tomato crop. “Tomato is a 
tolerant crop for salinity,” he 
told the Jordan Times. 

In another finding, the re- 
port found that the ootufitions 
which brought about the ex- 
pansion of the whitefly and the 
resultant crop failure — 
drought, warm winters and un- 
usual rainfall patterns — may 
recur, possibly again endanger- 
ing crops. 


Architectural designs 
of Arab cities to be 
studied at seminar 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Working pap- 
ers dealing with architectural stu- 
tfies rot Aqaba. Salt and Iririd wfll 
be among a total of 11 work ing 
papers to be reviewed at a semi- 
nar on Jordanian cities du e to 
open today. 

Other papers on Arab cities, 
influences and actions by colonial 
powers affecting these cities and 
Arab and Islamic architectural 
style will be reviewed by tiie 
j pMi tn-jpflntif, 

The history of Arab cities in 
general and means of developing 
modern Arab cities will also be 
dis c ussed by seminar participants 
which is being held in the course 
of week-long activities or ga n ise d 
by the Jordan Engineers Associa- 
tion (JEA) at the Professional 
Association Complex. 


As part of the initial activities. 
Prime Minister Taber Masri 
Thursday opened an exhibition 
displaying different facets of 
Arab and Islamic a rchi te cture. 

The exhibition comp rise s three 
wings covering designs of 
architectura l projects prepar ed 
by consultancy firms, universities 
and other organisations, photo- 
graphs of Jordanian cities and 
amateu r architectural work. The 
exhibition also displays posters 
and photographs of a rc hi tectural 
work. 

Coinckfing with the seminar, 
which opens Saturday, groups of 
engineers will take part in a com- 
petition which entafls going out to 
various parts of the country to 
collect information about 
architec tu ral designs in Jordan. 


JVA adopts 
distribution plan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) has 
adopted a plan by which it wffl 
ensure fair distribution of irriga- 
tion water in die Jordan Valley 
region in light of die scarce water 
resources, according to its secret- 
ary general. 

Among the measures, cultiva- 
tion of crops in the past summer 
season was curtailed and water 
from A1 Hhnmeb Springs in 
northern Jordan were romped to 
feed the King Abdullah. 
whose water is used to irrigate 
farmlands in the valley, said Dr. 


Abdul Aziz Weshah. 

He said that every measure is 
being taken to ensure that the 
quality of water reaching the 
farmlands was within tbe interna- 
tional acceptable standards. For 
this reason, the JVA is now mix- 
ing water from the King Talal 
Dam at the rate of 1200 litres per 
second with water from the Yar- 
mouk River at the rate of 400 
litres per second, he said. 

At the same time, die JVA has 
been drillmg artesian wefis whose 
water has been fed into tbe main 
canal in the valley. 


The best view of tbe sea in Aqaba 



is found at 


On Top 

Restaurant 

At the Hotel Aqua Marina 3 

Best family night life, and international food- 
Lunch from 12 noon - 3 p.m. 

Dinner from 9 p.m. - 12 midnight 

For reservations please call 316258 


CONSULTANT’S SERVICES 


The services of a professional consultant in 
Agricultural Policy and Strategy Development 
with emphasis on research and technology 
transfer are needed on a part time basis for 
twelve (12) months. Applicants must have an 
M.Sc. degree, at least fifteen (15) years of 
experience and preferably held responsible 
senior positions in formulating policy and 
strategy for agricultural development at the 
national level. 

Interested candidates who believe they are 
qualified to provide these services may app/y in 
writing by submitting a recent biographical data 
and salary history in English to the Administra- 
tive Assistant at: 

. National Agricultural Development Protect 
Technical Assistance and Services 
Office 

National Centre for Agricultural 
Research & Technology Transfer 
Baqa’ - Amman - Jordan 
Telephone No. 725411/2 
Fax No. 725099 

Applications must be delivered by hand by 
. 14:00 on Saturday, November 16th, 1991 . 
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Dilemma of government 

PRIME MINISTER Taber Masri is not to be envied. WbBe 
be prepares hims elf for the convening of the Lower House of 
Parfiament’s third ordinary session he is racing against time 
to secure a majority of 41 votes for Ms government by 
December 5. Last month, while the Home was in recess, 49 
deputies out of 80 called on Mm to resign, even though, as it 
tnraed out, they had di fferent reasons for doing so. By Dec. 
5 their remans will still be there. So a repeat of last month's 
“convenience of in terest” might stiD persist and force the 
gover n m ent out of office. To avert tMs Mr. Masri is 
ym r mt ly going into a political fight to ensure a con thin a ti on 
of his wMHddg and the reafisation of Ids newly-acquired 
vision, the transformation and modernisation of Jordan's 
■w dS ii H iimL After aH the appointment of Mr. Masri as 
prime minister was understood to have meant he introduc- 
tion of new Mood and new concepts into the Kingdom's 
politics. Bat that vision could not be achieved, of coarse, 
without the consent and the cooperation of existing institu- 
tions. And Parfiament is proving itself to have become a 
p ow e rf ul institution. Short of dissolving it, we have to live 
with it, get its co n se n t and cooperation and look at it, albeit 
with some scepticism, as the guardian of democracy. We 
have to do that because many House depu tie s are vying for 
power and power alone. They have formed blocs, only one 
of which is based on ideology, the Mnslhn Brotherhood. 
Bemg the largest bloc in the House, the Brotherhood knows 
riwf ft can through ■iKaiMw bring the government down. 
Yet the bloc knows also very well that, given the dR&colt 
cfrcomstances in the region and the Brotherhood’s declared 
position on the peace process, it cannot secure it power, at 
least not at the present stage. The other blocs, the 
independent Mamatu, the Constitutionalists, the Nati ona l - 
ists and Democrats are not all after power, but many of them 
members are. Apart from the Democrats, themselves 
(fivided, the other blocs have no problem with the Masri 
government’s declared positions, especially on the peace 
process. The Democrats are spfit on the peace negotiations. 
On other issues they, Ike the others, have no alternative, as 
one of them has said recently. One otter area of contention 
among the blocs is the seat of House speaker, also coming np 
Dec. 5. Each of the blocs has a candidate. So there we are: 
80 deputies eyeing 25 cabinet posts at the government boose 
on Fourth Circle and one seat at the House itself — in 
AbdaK. 

So what choices does Mr. Masri have7 He can either form 
a government that is completely parfiamenlariaa, or one 
which h aQ non-parliamentarian or a mined one. Either 
choice has its advantages and disadvantages. One dange r is 
to appoint deputies in posts that require technocr ats or 
require people who know more about tbeir field of work 
titan all deputies put tog ether do. Some deputies, it is well 
known, aspire to posts they cannot handl e. This is wh en 
democracy equals mediocracy. We hope it does not come to 
that But if it does, it will be part of the legacy that Taber 
Masri and Ms generation of young pe&ttexans inherit. 



A1 RAT Arabic daily Friday voiced appreciation of the efforts 
exerted by the joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation to the peace 
co n fere n ce, but it said that the real bathe has not yet begun and it 
requires ample preparations and hard work. The paper said the 
delegation should arm itself with vast information about the 
Arab- Israeli situation and be ready for the coming campaign to 
ensure the return or Arab rights in the Arab homeland. We are 
not trying to belittle what has already been achieved, said the 
paper, but we try to warn against underestimating the enemy’s 
desire to cany out manoeuvres to abort die peace prorcess. The 
paper said that national unity is required now more than ever 
before and fell backing for negotiators is essential at this crucial 
stage so that the country can achieve success in its national 
endeavours. The negotiation process is long and difficult and the 
start of the peace process in Madrid can never mean that peace is 
in sight, the paper said. Our initial successes in Madrid, said the 
paper, serve as an incentive for the negotiators to work harder, 
and the public to offer them foil support and assistance, added the 
paper. The paper said national unity remains one of the mam 
dements for any success, especially under the present dreumst- 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily tackled the question of continued Israeli 
aggression on Lebanon, accusing the Israelis of being determined 
to abort the peace process at any cost. The paper said that the 
Shamir government has never h a rboure d the idea of having peace 
with the Arab countries and for this reason it is trying to provoke 
the Arab countries into abandoning the peace process. By 
building settlements and maintaining aggression on Arab states, 
Israel is showing the world its true evil intentions of actrieving 
Zionism's ambitious designs and fulfilling the dream of a greater 
Israel at the expense of the Arab lands, said the a daOy. The 
Shamir g ov ern ment is hoping that the Arabs would get fed op and 
withdraw from the peace process leaving the field to the Israelis to 
perpetuate their occupation of Arab lauds, it said. The paper said 
that the Shamir government, faced with the initial Arab successes 
at the Madrid peace co nferen ce, seems to be frying to find a way' 
to abort the peace p rocess and deny the i*> i iftii Wwtonr wim 1 1 H 
What is needed now, said the paper, is foil awareness and 
vigilance on the part of the Arab negotiators, especially the 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation, as the next stage of the peace 
negotiations is about to begin- 


Pales tinians in Lebanon — a dwindling foothold P 




By Rosemary Sayigh 
INHABITANTS of Shatilla camp 
for 25 years, Abu Qasim and his 
family left after the intra-Fatah 
battle of May and June 1988- 
Veteran of the Amal sieges, he 
was disgusted by this episode. 
Now he lives with his wife and 
four children on the 12th floor of 
a walk-up building full of dis- 
placed people. He refused to take 
money from any of the resistance 
groups, preferring to work as a 
day labourer and keep his inde- 
pendence. His children are in 
UNRWA schools. 

He shows me extensive scar- 
ring above the knee. In the Beirut 
area, if a man does not belong to 
a pro-Syrian groups he is consi- 
dered an “Arafatist.” Informed 
against by the dissidents, he was 
picked up and beaten so badly by 
the Syrians that he had to be 
treated in hospital. A Palestinian 
to whom I express shock at Abu 
Qasim’s story tells me, “I see 
dozens of cases like fads every 
week.” 

Every family here has it bleak 
chronicle; Umm Mahmoud looks 
after a family of eleven: five 
children, four grandchildren, and 
her disabled husband. Their 
home in Shatila is destroyed. The 
two older daughters, both 
widows, are looking for work; the 
sewing factory that employed 
them shut down because of the 
Gulf war. On the walls are the 
photos of three sons killed in the 
Amal sieges. 

Umm Mahmoud shows me 
photos of their three-storey home 
and small grocery store, there is 
a tree-shaded courtyard and rags 
hanging from the balconies. A 
bride and bridegroom cut a lacey 
wedding cake. Now they are in a 
small, dark flat, lent them by a 


relative; but they are luckier than 
most families in Gaza Bmkfing, 
who. are without miming water, 
electricity or private lavatories. 

Nowhere in the diaspora have 
Pales tinians suffered as much as 
in Lebanon. There are women I 
lack the courage to meet, 
mothers who have lost all their 
children. “Nahnu Sha’b Man- 
kub,” says Abu Qasim, we are a 
people doomed to disaster. Abu 
Mujahid compares Palestinians in 
Lebanon to women who have 
many children, all of whom die in 
infancy. He is not optimistic ab- 
out the future. 

Insecurity 

Since the Sabra and Shatila 
massacre, Palestinians have been 
the target of arrests, detentions, 
beatings and killings. Attackers 
have varied, depending on die 
period and location: the 
Lebanese Forces, the SLA, 
Amal, the Lebanese army, the 
Syrian army and pro-Syrian re- 
sistance groups. Roadblocks are 
the most usual sites of aggression. 
Since 1968, a great many men 
from the Beirut area have spent 
time in Mezze Prision near 
Damascus (£00 of them were 
released in March this year). 
These is no systematic monitoring 
of such violations. 

The restoration of Lebanese 
army control to the camps, a 
basic strand in the government’s 
Palestinian policy, cannot but 
arouse foreboding. People re- 
member foe repression of the ’60s 
installed by President Chehab, 
the battles of 1969, 1973 and 
1975-6. In 1982-83 Mr. Gemayel’s 
army pursued a campaign of mass 
arrests in the Beirut camps, while 
special amts pursued individuals. 
Later, in May 1985, When Amal 


launched its first attack against 
Sabra and Shatila, the army bro- 
kered a cease fire to separate the 
two sides, then helped Amal ta 
regain lost positions. During the 
Si don battle, around 500 Palesti- 
nians were arrested at army 
checkpoints on the Sidon-Beirut 
road (most were students going to 
take exams, others were fleeing 
the battle). After the ceasefire, 
Lebanese army co mmander s are 
repented to halve old their adver- 
saries, “you Palestinians caused 
the break-up of the Lebanese 
army. Now we shall rebuild our 
unity on your blood.” 

Fear of vengeance is not les- 
sened by the integration into the 
army of several thousand 
Lebanese Forces and Amal mil - 
tiamen. On the agenda of the 
PLO’s talks with the Lebanese 
government initiated last April 
was a proposal that the camps 
should be patrolled fay mixed 
Lebanese- Arab-Palestinian units. 
This is likely to be energetically 
rejected by the army. 

Displacement and homeless- 


A recent partial survey carried 
out by PARD (Popular Aid for 
Relief and Development, a 
Palestinian NGO set up in 1985 to 
help those displaced during the 
Amal-Palestinian battles) found a 
total of 4,468 homeless families 
scattered over 87 makeshift loca- 
tions. More than three quarters 
have been displaced twice or 
more, 20 per cent three times or 
more. An UNRWA register of 
families whose home have ever 
been destroyed has passed 7,000. 

The “Battle of the Camps” 
(1985-7) was a particulary des- 
tructive episode for the inhabi- 
tants of Sabra, Shatila, Burj A1 



Annexing 13% of West Bank 
keeps most settlers in Israel 


By Jon Immanuel 

AT least 70 per cent of Israelis 
living in West Bank could be 
brought within Israel’s border s 
without moving them an inch, by 
a n n ex i ng just 13 per cent of the 
West Bank with an Arab popula- 
tion under 50,000, according to 
most recent population figures. 

In the most concentrated area 
of settlement, almost one-third of 
the entire Jewish population of 
the West Bank lives on 4 per cent 
of the land, among fewer than 

25.000 of the West Bank's 

800.000 Palestinians. 

These statistics are drawn from 
an examination of Jewish and 
Arab population figures, dating 
from June, obtained from the 
Council of Settlements and the 
CSvil Administration in the West 
Bank. They suggest that Israelis 
and Palestinians in the West 
Bank are not inextricably 
meshed, making separation of the 
West Bank from Israel impossi- 
ble, but that Israel does have a 
dedrive demographic hold on. 
specific areas. 

The 13 per cent land area 
includes six separate regions con- 
tiguous to the pre-1967 border, 
with more than 40 settlements. It 
encompasses all but two of the 10 
largest settlements. Control over 
fog area would, for topographical 
reasons, increase access to the 
main acquifers which are found 
beneath the coastal side of the 
territories. 

The are around Rosh Ha’ayin, 
where settlement is most inten- 
sive, is especially convenient for 
drilling and provides relatively 
cheap water, a spokesman for 
Mekorot, the national water car- 
rier, said. 

Lack of access to this area 
.^-ecoald drive up water costs to 
-*M[l£stinians, adding to the tough- 
ness of negotiations over the 
area, but also providing a reason 
for mutual concessions. 

Since most of the government’s 

building activity is currently tak- 
ing place within these six areas. 


the figures indicate that, despite 
its declared determination to 
eventually settle the Land of 
Israel, it is concentrating on con- 
solidating certain parts. 

Although well over half the 
area of the West Bank has been 
bought or declared state land, 
more than 80 per cent will remain 
unsettled or contain only small, 
isolated se ttlem en ts as the gov- 
ernment beads into the first stage 
of peace talks. 

Area 1 includes Ariel and has 

32.000 Jewish inhabitants on 220 
square kilometres. 

Area 2, surrounds Area 1, and 
has about 3,000 Isrelis on about 
250 square kilometres. 

Area 3 includes Gush Etzion, 
with 5,000 on 100 square 
kilometres. 

Area 4, Ma’aleh Adumim, 

15.000 on 70 square kilometres. 

Area 5, Givat Zc'ev, 6,000 on 

50 square kilometres. 

Area 6 around Latum has ab- 
out 5,000 Israelis on 90 square 
kilometres. 

This totals 66,000 people on 
780 square kilometres. In addi- 
tion, several of the 14 new settle- 
ments on the Green Lie abut 
these areas and will eventually 
expand into them. The total area 
of the West Bank is almost 6,000 
square kilometres and the highest 
estimated number of Jewish resi- 
dents is 85,000-100.000. 

Two other areas — eight settle- 
ments south of Hebron (200 
square kilometres) and three west 
of Jenin (40 square kilometres) — 
can be linked easily to Israel 
without annexing virtually any 
Arab villages. They add tittle to 
the Jewish population, but would 
require annexation of an addi- 
tional 4 per cent of the land. 

The Jordan Valley with its 25 
settlements over 1,000 square 
kilometres (some 17 per cent of 
the West Bank) of sparsely popu- 
lated territory would add tittle 
Jewish population, but the north- 
ern section amid be sliced off if 
the intention is to keep as many 
Israelis as possible where they 
are, while still leaving dose to 80 

per cent of fee land for a posable 


Palestinian state. These nine 
areas include more than 76 of the 
approximately 130 settlements. 

About 35 very snail settle- 
ments — some of them the most 
ideologically committed to an In- 
tegral Land of Israel, like Kiryat 
Arba (pop. 5,500), Jewish neigh- 
bourhoods in Hebron, Elon 
Moreh near Nabtas, and Eli, Shi- 
k> and Ofra, north of Ramallah 

— could not be incorporated 
within Israel’s borders without 
annexing a much larger amount 
of the territories and a sizeable 
Arab population. 

The heartland of Jewish settle- 
ment in the West Bank is bor- 
dered by Ariel, Kedmnim, Alfei 
Menasbe and Oranit. It occupied 
4 per cent of fee territory, in- 
cludes at least 32 per cent of the 
Jewish population in the West 
Bank and, in Barkan, has the 
largest industrial park in the 
country. 

In tins area alone, more than 
5,500 bousing units (of no more 
than 15,000 planned in the next 
18 months) are in the process of 
being built or are in fee ground- 
breaking stage. This will poten- 
tially increase the population 
from an estimated 32,000 to more 
than 55,000 within 18 months, 
bringing it up to 40 per cent of the 
Jewish population in the West 
Bank. 

The area already boasts more 
Jews than Arabs and more Jewish 
settlements than Arab ones. Its 
total Palestinian population does 
not surpass 25,000. Kalkiiya is the 
only substantial town which could 
not be excluded from Israel if 
both Areas 1 and 2 were 
annexed. 

The 14 Palestinian villages in 
the arec include Azzuu and 
Bidya, wife „ combined popula- 
tion of 6,630. A handful of the 
others have ahqnt 2,000 resi- 
dents; most bate fewer than 
1 , 000 . 

The Jewish villages are con- 
nected by a network of roads 
which ensures that no Israeli need 
ever pass through an Arab village 

— The Jerusalem Post 


Barajna and Rashidiya. Many in- 
habitants of these camps have not 
been able to return, or have not 
dared to. These swell the num- 
bers of people from camps des- 
troyed in other wars — Nabar- 
siya, Dibaya, Jisr A1 Basha, Tall 
A1 Zaiar. An estimate of the 
displaced in West Beirut is 
20,000, but there are other shan- 
ty-towns around Ain Al-Hilwa 
and Nahr A1 Band. Yet others 
are scattered along the coast be- 
tween Beirut and Skkm, and in 
the Beqaa. Conditions in most 
displacement locations are below 
those in camps; concentrated in 
tiie camps, UNRWA and other 
social services may be hard to 
reach. 

What will happen to these peo- 
ple? According to Taif, all those 
displaced by war will return to 
their original homes. As “stabi- 
lisation'' proceeds. Palestinians 
mil be ordered to leave the occu- 
pied buildings and empty land 
which have been “home” for 
many since the early ’70s. 
Already some families have re- 
ceived notices to quit. The prob- 
lem is where to go? No new camp 
sites have been set up since the 
mid-50s, in spite of natural 
population increase; five have 
been razed by war. Low-income 
Pales tinians cannot afford to buy 
or rent at c ur r en t prices, pushed 
up by inflation and a bmkting 


Under the resistance, Palesti- 
nians starved for space spread 
into waste land around camp 
sites. No more. On July, 17 police 
accompanied by bulldozers came 
to reclaim land on the edge of 
Mar Elias camp, which had been 
used by UNICEF as a children's 
playground. Similar recoveries 
are expected to follow* in other 
areas. 


Employment, income and liv- 
ing standards 

Always precarious, the mate- 
rial survival of Palestinians in 
Lebanon is threatened by a com- 
bination of old and new con- 
straints. Classified by law as 
“foreigners,” holders of Palesti- 
nian ID cards need work permits; 
these may be refused, are costly 
and have to be renewed yearly. 
Depending on the gov ern ment’s 
mood, the law can be stretched to 
cover small shopkeepers, crafts- 
men, even barrow- vendors. 
Palestinian workers are also re- 
quired by law contribute 18 per 
cent of their salary to a social 
security fond from which they 
cannot benefit. The reconstruc- 
tion of the state means that these 
rales will be applied with re- 
newed vigour. 

In the ’70s, Palestinian income 
and tiring standards rose as a 
result of remittance, higher tech- 
nical skills, and the growth of an 
alternative Palestinian economy 
based on the resistance. This 
brief “golden age" was sharply 
reversed by the 1962 invasion, 
bringing heavy human and mate- 
rial losses and the end of many 
PLO jobs and benefits. With the 
Lebanese economy practically 
dosed to Palestinian labour, and 
migration to the Gulf sharply 
reduced, unemployment was 
widespread until the return of fee 
resistance in 1985. 

Other factors since 1982 have 
contributed to lowering living 
standards: steep infla tion linked 
to the Lebanese economic crisis; 
losses from further rounds of 
fighting; cuts in aid and services. 
The Gulf war has also affected 
Palestinians in Lebanon, through 


loss of jobs and remittances 
Families without salaried work- 
ers, dependent upon aid, are par- 
ticularly vulnerable. 

Some ideas of the extent of 
near destitution is given by the 




1991. To appreciate this figure ■< 

one needs to know .first, tha* 

there is a ceiling on the total sum 

available, second that to qualify die® 
the family head should be dead.’ 
handicapped, over 60, or an 
under-age orphan; the family iTto 
should have no son over 18; and 
its monthly income should not & iya® 
exceed $90. According to a social 
worker, 60 per cent of Paksti- • 


mans in Lebanon are currently censnn 
tiring below the U.N. poverty . Al 

tine. If people are not visibly 
starring, it is because of free 
accommodation and the fact flat ^ ^ 
the resistance still provides a s m?® 1 * 
minimal safety net. 

The impact erf the Taif process yd 1 
on Palestinian employment wfir 
become clearer in the next few SVT 
months. In April, the PLO asked 
that its 10,000 fighters in south , iatiDC ed f 
Lebanon be reorganised into a 
PLA unit under Lebanese army $ 1 * atie f erc 

command. There were some signs $(*** ^ , 

of Syrian support for this propos- £ see* J 

al. Now, with Lebanese-PLO |i® £00t Ymi 
negotiations frozen, and the gfeoDs- 311(1 
Lebanese army encouraged by hs t tfc p* 3 ® 
victory in Sidon, it is likely that of G 

all Palestinian demands — milit- ^ isad 3iw t 
ary, political and civic — will be ^aon an . 
ignored. If the eventual outcome j^ao-lordam 
is demobilisation of most resist- ^ 
ance fighters and cadres, without ^ Co® 1 ™ 1 ' 
compensatory investment ia jjpjod Abbas* 
Palestinian workshops and train- jjarday k> 
mg, the situation will become ^weekV !> 
much more serious — Middle Lj q three w 
East International. ciini: 


Jn*-* 

tebaaon. 


^ efipfomats 
fltirt Co®""' 

rSo Saturday to 
6 *a week &y 
asdisthn** 
kbragataini 


The week in print 


U.S. will reap glory or 
shame of peace talk 


THE Jordanian press in' the 
past week dedicated its com- 
mentary and the writers' col- 
umns mostly to the peace pro- 
cess and prospects for its suc- 
cess and failure, but domestic 
coverage was also given some 
attention. 

In the view of Fabd Al 
Fanek, a columnist in Al Ra'i 
daily, the Madrid conference 
was a complete American 
accomplishment. He said feat 
the U.S. administration had 
convinced all the parties to 
head for Madrid and assured 
them that the conference 
would be crowned with suc- 
cess. Therefore, he said, any 
failure would be squarely 
placed on fee U.S. administra- 
tion. 

Another columnist in Al R'i, 
Bader Abdul Haq, criticised 
the United States for refraining 
from imposing its will on the 
Israelis to force them to aban- 
don the Arab lands. The writer 
said that when Washington 
says it cannot impose solutions 
on the Israelis and the Arabs, 
it is offering Mr. Shamir a free 
hand and hardening his posi- 
tion at the negotiations. Such 
an attitude, Abdul Haq said, 
gives rise to questions about 
fee real intentions of the U.S. 
administration and its plans for 
the Middle East region in the 
coming stage. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
said feat tire peace conference 
does not mean capitulation to 
fee enemy because, in order to 
achieve peace, the Arabs and 
the Israelis sooner or ■ later 
have to sit and talk. Mousa 
Kiiani said a recent survey 
showed that 96 per cent of fee 
Jordanian citizens are for the 
conference and they bless the 
bid to achieve peace. 

He said that under the new 
and continued developments 
on fee world scene, the Arabs 
should not remain passive and 
allow Israel to have a free band 
in the occu pi ed territories. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily urged 
Presidents George Bush and 
Gorbachev to inte r fer e in the 
second stage of the peace con- 
ference and put an end to the 
arrogance of the Shamir gov- 
ernment 

Should the Israeli prime 
m in is te r be allowed to have his 
way, he would abort the whole 
peace process through his in- 
transigent position and 
through his determination to 
foil Arab attempts to regain 


their rights, it said. 

Al Ra'i daily supported 
tins view in a commentary and 
said that Israel should not be 
allowed to pursue its provoca- 
tion of Arab countries and 
should be stopped from con- 
tinuing its aggression on Leba- 
non, meant at achieving, that 
aim and force the Arabs to 
withdraw from fee peace con- 
ference. 

The paper said that Mr. Sha- 
mir’s actions constituted a se- 
rious challenge to Washington 
and Moscow which are co- 
sponsoring the peace parley. 

According to Hosni Ayesh, 
a columnist in Al Ra’i daily, 
the peace conference will 
prove one of two things: that 
the inter national legality and 
U.N. resolutions are respected 
in all cases, or, the inability of 
international power to end 
aggression and occupation, 
which means continued preva- 
lence of the law of the jungle.. 

In the: view of columnist in 
Sawt Al Shaab, initial sessions 
ax the Madrid conference dealt 
a defeat to Mr. Shamir who 
hurried home to escape facing 
further debacles. 

Salameh Ekour said that Mr. 
Shamir was left isolated at the 
Madrid meeting and his atti- 
tude proved to the world that 
his government was not 
oriented towards peace in ex- 
change for land, but rather 
towards ignoring fee Palesti- 
nian rights and hold on to 
occ upie d territory. 

Mohammad Doudich in Al 
Dustour said that Israel would 
remain the enemy of the Arab 
World until it ends its aggres- 
sion and its occupation of Arab 
land. 

The writer said feat if Israel 
is really oriented towards 
peace, it could at least trait its 
provocation against the 
Lebanese, stop the ongoin g 
settlements and end hs attacks 
against Arab citizens of the 
occupied territories. 

Taher Al Udwan said in Al 
Dustour that the joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delega- 
tion at the conference has done 
well at the peace conference 
and it is hoped that its con- 
tinued endeavours will help 
restore Palestinian rights. 

The writer advocated the 
idea of the Jordan-Palestine 
confederation winch, he said, 
would boost the delegation's 
drive to^restore Arab 
sovereignty 'to fee Arab lawk 


b;- v- ho's.’j • 

? sow under Ibraeti rule. 

-• «.» Another columnist, Saleh Al 
Qallab, said Jordanian- 
Palestinian coordination was a 
necessity for a successful out- 
come of the peace conference. 
The writer said that the 
Jordaniau-Palestinian confed- 
eration, which was supported 
by the Palestine National 
Council and the PLO, can be the 
best solution for any problem 
facing the peace conference 
and putting an end to Israel's 
procr as tinations in withdraw- 
ing from Arab lands. 

Referring to fee expected 
government re shu f fl e, Tareq 
Masarweh said that Prime 
Minister Taher Masri will be 
advised to hold consultations 
with all the parliamentary 
blocs before embarking on a 
wide-base reshuffle which, be 
said, should see members of 
the Muslim Brotherhood and 
the Constitutional Bloc enter- 
ing the gov e r nm ent. 

The writer said that the two 
blocs indude some of Jordan’s 
veteran politicians who can 
best shoulder responsibility for 
government. 

The recent government deri- 
sion to increase taxes on non- 
essential commodities and to 
reduce than on essentials drew 
mixed reaction from col- 
umnists in the Jor danian press. 

Fakhri Kawar was obviously 
unhappy about 'the increases ia 
the prices of cigarettes. He said 
that those a f fe c te d by the deci- 
sion are Imuted-income groups 
who smoke locally cigarettes, 
which will also be affected by 
fee measure. The w riter said 
that if this measure is imposed, 
the government should find a 
way for increasing the 
of the low-income groups so 
they would buy fee expensive 
essential coonnocfities. 

Salame h Ekour, who writes 
for Sawt A] ,Shaab, s*"d that 
fee government’s decision to 
reduce customs duty on 205 
commodities was a w e lcom e 
development, but be said the 
government shoald'oontrcrf the 
merchants selling these com- 
modities because they tend to 
keep tire prices high to make* 
h i gh e r profits. The writer said 

feat the Jn rrigniart fittww wL 

come government moves to 
help them cope with fee soar- 
mg prices of various goods, but 

hope that the government 
would strictly monitor the mer- 
chants* behaviour and stem 
their greed. 





JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1991 5 


Kuwaiti women want promised political role 
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By Gkada A) Sawi 

Renter 

KUWAIT — Many Knwaiti 
women are dynamic, highly- 
educated and successful In busi- 
ness. Spuming die stereotype of 
tucked away Muslim wives, they 
arc pressing for a bigger political 
voice. 

'-They say their vital role in 
. resisting Iraq’s seven-month 
occu p a t ion of their homeland has 
earned them the right to be part 
of political life. - . 

Knwaiti women are by law 
unable to become ministers or 
. vote. The highest ranking women 
are- a ssist a nt under-secretaries. 
They cannot be diplomats, judges 
dr prosecutors. 

“If our constitution ensures 
justice, freedom, and equality to 
all citizens ... it is unjust to 
deprive women of their right to 
vote and be elected,” said Rasha 
A1 Sabah, a member of the royal 
family and assistant director of 
Kuwait University. 


“I don’t think women in this 
country, will get their political 
rights before the coining cen- 
tury,” die said. 

Many women were out on the 
streets resisting Iraq’s occupation 
when some men were hiding at 
home, she added. 

Kuwait’s Emir Sheikh Jaber 
A1 Ahmad A1 Jaber A1 Sabah 
promised to give women more 
political say when he was in exile 
in Saudi Arabia during the Iraqi 
occupation last year. 

“It seems everybody forgot 
these promises,” said Ms. Rasha. 

The emir has pfaised Kuwaiti 
women for their “strength, en- 
durance and ability to bear all 
kinds of mistreatment and diffi- 
culties” during the occupation. 

The government has asked the . 
national assembly to debate 
women’s right to vote. It will in 
turn make recommendations to 
the new parliament which is due 
to be elected next year. 

A dynamic and outspoken 
woman, Rasha Ai Sabah broke 


away from the strict Islami c 
norms of her country to become 
the first and only Knwaiti woman 
to run a diwaniyah, a traditional 
venue where men meet to discuss 
politics and business. 

At one of her weekly Monday 
night diwaniyahs, women and 
men engaged in heated debates 
on Women’s role in Kuwaiti soci- 
ety. 

A psychology professor at 
Kuwait University, Qasem Al 
Sarraf, said Kuwaiti women had 
proved they were equal to men 
through their active r existence to 
the Iraqi occupation. 

“Kuwaiti women have proved 
they are not less than men in any 
thing, especially during the 
occupation, that’s why they must 
have their right to vote and be 
elected,” he said. 

But member of parliament 
Saqer Al Anzy disagreed. 
“Women shou ld have a right to 
vote, but not to be elected.” 

“It is not the right time,” he 
added, but did not say why. 


The women at the diwaniyah 
are part of a growing elite forging 
new paths in this conservative s 
Islamic state revolutionised by od 
wealth. 

As in other traditional Islamic 
societies unrelated men and 
women rarely mix, women rarely 
smoke in public and arranged 
marriages are still common. 

But Kuwaiti women, freed 
from household chores by their 
country's tremendous oil wealth 
which enables them to hire 
maids, are clamouring for work 
and education. 

Even Kuwait's firefighting 
team tackling oil wells set alight 
by Iraqi troops has a woman 
working alongside the men. 

Such ambitions would have 
been difficult to realise here only 
a few years ago and still are in 
most Gulf Arab states. 

In neighbouring Saudi Arabia a 
fundamentalist s tr ain of Islam 
bars women from driving and 
segregates the sexes. 

But Kuwait’s early start in oil 


production in the 1940s and its 
history of contact with more 
liberal societies have enabled its 
women to march into the work- 
place since they first got universi- 
ty degrees in Cairo in the 1950s. 

The most popular women’s 
businesses are small boutiques 
and workshops, especially for clo- 
thing and jewellery. 

Bqt as education spreads, so 
will female employment in a 
country with only 700,000 citizens 
that is trying to cut dependence 
on foreign labour. 

Rasha Al Sabah said two thirds 
of the students enrolled at Kuwait 
University were women. 

Many say they are eager to 
t ake part in rebuilding their coun- 
try, the infrastructure of which 
was destroyed by Iraq’s invasion. 

“When women ask for their 
right to vote and be elected they 


don’t mean to compete with men, 
but to participate in rebuilding 
the country,” said Najema Al 
Kharafi, a psychology professor. 

“It is not fair to take our 
traditions as an excuse not to give 
women their rights ... all of us are 
citizens on this land and our 
rights were ensured by our con- 
stitution,” she said. 

Women m executive positions 
say they face no problems from 
men working for them but com- 
plain of discrimination by the 
state. 

“Kuwaiti working women do 
not have the same rights as men. 
For example men working in the 
public sector get allowances when 
they are married and have fami- 
lies, but married women don’t,” 
said Badriya Youssef Al All, bead 
librarian at Kuwait University. 


Hawatmeh: DFLP does not oppose 


(Continued from page 1) 


which we hope a genuine and 
comprehensive peace will be 
achieved, to guarantee the in- 
alienable rights of the Palestinian 
people.” 

Mr. Hawatmeh voiced the 
DFLP*s support for the Middle 
East peace process and categor- 
ically denied that it opposed the 
Middle East peace conference 
which opened in Madrid on Oct. 
30. 

“We are advocates of peace 
and want to actively participate in 
the peace process, provided that 
aU Palestinians be represented 
a nd that .such representation be 
coordinated with Arab coun- 
tries,” he said. 

Israel should stop its settlement 
activity in the occupied territories 
“so that negotiations will not end 


up by the loss of Palestinian soQ,” 
he raid. 

He said he expected the second 
round of talks between Arab and 
Israeli delegation to be strenuous 
and extremely difficult, and cal- 
led on the Arabs to reconsider 
their calculations and draw se- 
rious plans to push for a just, 
comprehensive and balanced 
peace. 

He reiterated that the Palesti- 
nian uprising was the strongest 
weapon for the Palestinians and 
called for supporting it and en- 
hancing national unity. He also 
called for placing the issue of the 
Palestinian refugees high on the 
agenda of the forthcoming round 
of talks between the joint 
Jordaman-Pakstinian delegation 
and Israel. 


Syria firm on progress 


(Continued from page 1) 
Egypt- attended the Middle 
East peace conference in Madrid 
last week as an observer. 

It is in contact with the parties 
to the talks, and with the PLO, to 
set the place and date for a 
second round of direct talk* be- 
tween Israel and each of Syria, 
Lebanon and the joint 
Palestiman-Jordaman delegation. 
. Arab diplomats said PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas was expected in 
Cairo Saturday to prepare for a 
visit next week by Mr. Arafat, his 
second in three weeks. 

The foreign ministers of Egypt, 


Syria and the six-nation Gulf 
'Cooperation Council, which also 
attended the Madrid conference 
as an observer, will start meeting 
in Cairo Sunday to discuss Gulf 
security and the second phase of 
peace talks. 

Arab diplomats and PLO offi- 
cials in Cairo earlier said the 
bilateral meetings would prob- 
ably take {dace in the United 
States in the third week of 
November. 

They said a likely venue was 
Williamsburg, Virginia, a pic- 
turesque town of restored 18th- 
century colonial buildings south 
of Washington. 


Bomb rips through heart of AUB 


(Continued from page 1) 

aggression. It is an attack on 
Lebanon, an attack on the com- 
ing generations and the children 
of Lebanon,” Mr. Khatib said. 

“We have determined from in- 
vestigations that the explosion 
was caused by a carbomb,” he 
said. “The explosive-laden green 
olive Volkswagen van entered 
campus from the western gate.” 

A security source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
culpa its “broke the iron gate on 
the western fence and drove their 
vehicle to campus. They couldn’t 
have done that in daytime when 
streets are crowded. 

“Had the bomb went off during 
schools hoars, when administra- 
tion offices and the library are 
usually packed, the casualty toll 
could have been much higher. It 
could have been a massacre,” he 
Uid. 

The carbomb was the first in 
the capital since March 29 when 
four people were killed and 22 
wounded in the northern suburb 
of Amelias. 

The bombers struck on the 
anniversary of the founding by 
American missionaries of the old- 
est F-f*gli*h-3»ngimg K university in 
the Middle East. AUB has no 
direct connections to the U.S. 
government bat it has been the 
symbolic centre of Washington's 
influence in Lebanon since it 
opened on Nov. 8, 1866. 

Classes for AUB’s 5,000 stu- 
dents were cancelled till Monday. 

The blast broke almost every 
window of the 50 braidings on the 
three-lined campus, set in 28 hec- 
tares of ground, and of those in 
nearby streets. 


“All the windows in my bouse 
were blown in on the side facing 
college hall. Plaster from the 
ceiling came down and doors 
were tom off their hinges,” said 
Jean Sutherland, an AUB cam- 
. pus resident and wife of U.S. 
hostage Thomas Sutherland. 

Mr. Sutherland, 60, was dean 
of agriculture at AUB when he 
was kidnapped in Jane 1985. He 
and AUB’s deputy comptroller 
Joseph Cirippio, abducted in 

1986, are among, four. American 
hostages held in Lebanon. A 
Briton and two Germans are also 
held hostage. 

AUB has been a target for 
militants since its then President 
David Dodge was kidnapped on 
campus in July 1982. He was held 
in Lebanon and Iran before being 
freed a year later. 

Mr. Dodge’s successor, Mal- 
colm Kerr, was assassinated out- 
ride his office in college hall in 
January 1984. The Islamic Jihad 
(holy war) group claimed respon- 
sibility. 

American librarian Peter K3- 
bnxn and British political science 
teacher Leigh Douglas were both 
killed in April 1986 in what their 
kidnappers said was in revenge 
for U.S. air raids on Libya. 

AUB hospital director David 
Jacobsen, an American, was 
abducted in 1985 and freed in 

1987. Irishman Brian Keenan, 
who tanght English, was kidnap- 
ped in 1966 and released in 1990. 

Suicide bombers killed 63 
Americans and Lebanese at die 
U.S. embassy in Beirut in April 
1983 and six months later flat- 
tened die U.S. Marine Corps 
headquarters in Beirut, killing 
241 Americans. 


Israeli driver 
attacked in 
W. Bank 

(Continued from page 1) 

had signed die proper papers on 
condition that the move not be 
published at a sensitive tune. 

Mr. Tertman said Maaieh Ado- 
mini was made a city on Oct. 24, 
adding there was no publicity 
because die ceremony marking 
the change would not take place 
for at least another two months. 

Maale Adumhn, which has a 
population of about 16,000, is die 
first settlement to be designated a 
city in the occupied territories. 

Settler leaders say 112,000 
Jews now live in 142 settlements 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Cabinet reshuffle 
faces obstacles 

(Continued from page 1) 

disregard the possibility that 
some members of the Constitu- 
tion Bloc, which has no popular 
political or ideological base,* 
would remain committed to t h^i r 
Noe’s decision if they were ex- 
cluded from the reshuffle. 

Constitution Bloc leaders dis- 
miss these fears by the govern- 
ment on the grounds that they 
have a “unified’’ position and wQl 
stand by their agreement with the 
government and work on allaying 
suspicions about their intentions. 

“I think a judgement can only 
be made through open dialogue 
over these points and through the 
real test of reaching agreement,” 
said a senior source from the 
Constitution Bloc. 


Maxwell to be buried in Jerusalem 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Unfortunately, the autopsy is 
totally provisional,” she said. “It 
take* much more than two days 
to arrive at any conclusion that is 
of any value.” 

She said suicide was oat of the 
question. 

The London newspaper the In- 
dependent said Friday there was 
growing evidence Mr. Maxwell 
suffocated to death. It said Mr. 
Maxwell suffered from pulmon- 
ary edema, also known as water 
on the lungs, and had been un- 
able to shake off a heavy cold. 

Chief coroner Carlos Lopez 
said the Spanish autopsy will not 
be finish ed until next week when 
laboratory tests on samples from 
Mr. Maxwell's body have been 
returned. 

Investigating Judge Luis 
Gutierrez said Wednesday pre- 
liminary findings showed Mr. 
Maxwell died of natural causes 
before apparently faffing off the ■ 
yacht. He said Mr. MaxweD did 
not drown. 

The death certificate listed 
heart failure as the cause of 
death, acc o rd in g to the British 
consulate. 

Meanwhile, onetime Israeli in- 
telligence employee Ari Ben- 
Meoashe said Friday that Mr. 
Maxwell was a conduit for arms 
sales to Iran and that many peo- 
ple wanted to keep him quiet. 


Mr. Ben-Menashe, a key 
source for investigative report e r 
Seymour Hersh’s recent book 
“The Samson Option,” said in an 
interview in^ Sydney, Apsqai^ 
that Mr. MaxwelT worked for the 
Israeli gover nm ent and “was very 
dose to the Israeli prime minis- 
ter’s office.” 

Israeli leaders have mourned 
Mr. Maxwell as a great friend of 
Israel. He reportedly invested 
$300 million in the Jewish state, 
was active in Jewish imm i gr ation 
issues and had dose ties with 
Israeli leaders. 

The funeral was expected to be 
attended by President Chaim 
Herzog, Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and Shimon Peres, head 
of the opposition Labour Party. 

Mirror group newspapers in 
London said Mr. Maxwell’s body 
will lie in state for an hour on 
Sunday before bong buried on 
flic Mount of Olives. 

The Israeli daily Maariv, in 
which Mr. Maxwell had a major- 
ity share, said eulogies will be 
delivered by Mr. Herzog, the 
publisher's son Philip, and Rabbi 
She’ax Yashuv Coben,<hief rabbi 
of Haifa and an old friend of Mr. 
MaxweD. 

Memorial services for Mr. 
MaxweD are due to be held later 
in London and New York but no 
details have yet been anno unced. 



APL now links Aqaba to its network 

American President Lines has a long history as a transportation 
leader in the world. Two decades ago we pioneered container- 
isation to the Middle East, and in the mid-1980’s launched a 
regular weekly service to the Gulf. We are furthering our 
commitment to the region by offering services to Aqaba, linking 
Aqaba to the rest of the Middle East, India, the Far East and all 
USA ports: Let the recognised leader in containerised trans- 
portation meet your shipping needs — call API- 

REGULAR SAILINGS FROM / TO 

— All Far Eastern ports 
— All South East Asian ports 
— All Indian Sub Continental ports 
— All USA East & West coast ports 

— All Arabian Gulf ports - ;.Vi 

— All Red Sea ports ' ' ■<’ 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 

PACKING. Afft FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
"CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 



Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rant anefl 
sale - furnished or unfor-| 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale.’ 

For further details, pleasel 

1 - . call 1 

lAbdoun Real 


|t*L 810605, 010000, 

Fm c oir — 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

JstGrde. Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahtiyyah Girls School 

-Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6 : 30 -MidnJght 

T*LS3S968 



Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 



Jut call NIDAL 

693037 


m 

REALTOR 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30 % 
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Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


1 LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


QOj^OO 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing ■ ■ 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
.. specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 




MANDARIN EESTAPRAOTl 


Special (Man Foods 
Soiled Chinese Chefs 

\Open Jh30-3J30 Sc 6&0-U30 tUSr\ 

Taka away la av aHaM a 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 
TeL 661822, AjjjjjWjj 

face lasted 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKUTEL 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P 0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex-23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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S. Africa accepts invitation I ‘Magic’ Johnson 


to Barcelona Olympics 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Sooth Africa's Springboks leaped 
back into the Olympic arena with 
the announcement that they 
would compete in next year’s 
games. 

Sam Ramsamy, c fa" rmHT1 of 
die National Olympic Committee 
to Sooth Africa (NOCSA), said 
his committee had decided to 
accept an invitation to go to 
Barcelona, si gnalling the end of 
32 yean of isolation enforced by 
the republic’s apartheid policies. 

“I am happy to say that the 
executive committee to NOCSA 
lms decided unanimously to send 
a team to the Barcelona Olym- 
pics,” Ramsamy said to cheers 
from the audience. 

South Africa last took part in 
an Olympics in Rome in 1960, 
with an all-white team, and was 
expelled from the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 10 
years later because of its race 
segregation doGsks. 

It was re-admitted to the IOC 
in July as a reward for President 
F.W. de Klerk’s decision to scrap 
apartheid and the Olympic guar- 
chans then invited South Africa to 
send a team to Barcelona — an 
invitation which was accepted 
Wednesday. 

“This is the first time that 
South Africa has competed in the 
Olympic Games. Before ... only a 
section of South Africa did,” 
Ramsamy told a news confer- 
ence. 

He mrvieted a flag of red, green 
and bine stripes on a grey di- 


amond background and Olympic 
rings, which adroitly skirts 
around the colours of any major 
political movement in South Afri- 
ca, blade or white. 

In a further bid to defuse he- 
ated debate over national sym- 
bols, Ramsamy said Beethoven’s 
“Ode To Joy,” an internationally 
accepted hymn of peace, would 
be used, with the TOCs permis-' 
stem, as South Africa’s anthem at 
the games. 

“We had to go for something 
that would represent na ti o nal un- 
ity, something that would repre- 
sent something that we are all 
going to be proud of,” he said. 

The flag and anthem would 
remain the symbols of Olympic 
unity until a future, non-radal 
democracy picked its own nation- 
al symobb, Ramsamy said. 

The decision to send a team to 
Barcelona marks a crowning 
achievement for Ramsamy, who 
for decades spearheaded South 
Africa’s sporting isolation from 
London at the offices of the 
Sooth African Non-Ractal Olym- 
pic Committee (SANROC). 

Since his return from exile, 
however, he has shepherded 
squabbling unions to non-radal 
unity, the basic requirement for 
being accepted back into the in- 
ternational fold. 

One notable exception is athle- , 
tics, where offitiah are still fight- 
ing over the negotiating table, but 
the passport to Barcelona is likely 
to speed their moves to fenge ! 
unity. j 


has AIDS 
virus, retires 


INGLEWOOD, California (R) 
— One of the United States’ 
best-known athletes, basketball 
star Earvin “Magic” Johnson, has 
announced that he. had the AIDS 
virus and was retiring from the 


The news, which Johnson re- 
vealed in cool, matter-of-fact 
times at a news conference, stun- 
ned the United States from the 
top echelons of the sports world 
to neighbourhood basketball 
courts. 

“Because of the HTV virus that 
I have attained, I will have to 
retire from the (Los Angeles) 
Lakers today,” said Johnson, 32, 
whose combination of size and 
agility on the court and personal 
charm made him one of the most 
popular U.S. sports figures. 

“I just want to make clear that 
I do not have the AIDS disease, I 
have the HIV virus,” said John- 
son, his 2.06-metre (6-foot-9) 
frame towering over the mic- 
rophones. 

He said his wife had tested 
negative for the HIV virus, which 
c a uses AIDS. 

“Z plan on going on, tiring for a 
long time, bogging you guys,” he 
told reporters at the packed news 
co n fere nc e. 

Johnson, who. found out be 
had the virus Wednesday after- 
noon, said he would campaign for 
“safe sex” practices, which can 


^ . On The Occasion Of ^ 

His Majesty King Hussein’s Birthday 


•• The Jordan Valley Arabian Stud was officially 
opened Friday 8. 1 1. 1991. 

*• The club offers • activities in the fields of riding, 
archery and basic polo lessons. 

•• Special attention will be for long and cross country 
riding. 

*• Discount rates, will be offered to members of the 
Armed Forces, and Royal Jordanian employees, 
frfr Videos about riding can be borrowed free from 
the library of the club. 

•• The opening was free for the public and was 
attended by a crowd interested in these activities. 

Jordan Valley Arabian Stud 

Near Queen Alia Airport and 4 kilometres from die 
entrance to Jlza village. 


stop tire virus.'. 

His doctors, Michael Meflman, 
said it was unclear bow Johnson, 
named to the 15192 U.S Olympic 
basketball team to- compete in 
Barcekma, Spain, and contracted 
the virus. 

“Sometimes we dunk only gay 
people can. get it, it can’t happen 
to me. Here I am saying it can 
happen, even to Magic Johnson,” 
Johnson said, looking composed 
and relaxed. 

Hundreds of young fans, many 
of them crying, milled around the 
entrance to the great western 
forum, home of the Lakers in the 
Los Angeles suburb of Ing- 
lewood. 

“This is absolutely tire most 
horrible news. This is the most 
horrible thing that has happened 
to the Lakers and I have followed 
them since Iwasa little kid,” a fan 
said, choking back tears. 

. A woman, also in tears, said: 
“I am in shock. It’s like Ire is my 
son.” ■ 

Lakers owner Jerry Buss said: 
“This comes as a terrible shock to 
us. It is dev a st atin g." 

Just before the tip-off at a New 
York Knicks game at Madison 
Square Garden, Knidcs coach Pat 
Riley, Johnson’s former coach in 
Los Angeles, asked the crowd to 
stand in a moment of sileace in 
sup p ort of Johnson. 

Johnson, one of the National 
Basketball Association's greatest 
players ever, led the Lakers to 
five champioiafaips during Ins 22- 
year professional career. 'He was 
voted the league's Most Valuable 
Player three times. 

Johnson was an unprecedented 
player, combining the grace and 
skins of a pfey-making guard with 
the size and power of a forward 
.or centre. 

He was the best-known celebrity 
since actor Rock Hudson to ack- 
nowledge having tested positive 
for the AIDS vires. 

Johnson missed the Lakers* 
first three games of this season 
due to 'what the called de- 
hydration and fatigne caused by- 
influenza. He learned he had the 
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Earvia ‘Magic’ Jotanon 

virus after taking a Mood test in 
connection with a life insurance 
.policy. 

ADOS — acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome — gradually 
strips the body of its defences 
against disease. There is no 
known cure but medicines can 
delay for years the onset of symp- 
toms after a person has been 
infected with mV — the human- 
inmnmo deficiency virus. 

With his wide smile and his 
popularity stretching from the 
sports ehte to inner city slums, 
-Johnson earned miflk ms of dol- 
lars for commercial endorse- 
ments. 

Johnson was married for the 
first time in September, to college 
sweetheart Earle tha Kelly, 32, at 


his parents’ ch ur c h ih ijnang , 
Michigan. 

“I just want to say tint I will 
miss playing and I will become a 
spokesman for the HIV virus for 
the young people so they win , 
practice safe sex, because some- 
times are a little naive and they 
think it can't happen to them,” he 
said. 

“This is not like my life is over. 
I’m going to live a long time. This 
is another challenge, another 
chapter in my life. It’s like your 
back is against the wall and you 
just have to come out swinging. 
And that’s what Tm going to do. 

Tat gong to go on. na gong to 
beat it and -Tm going to have 
fun,” he said, concfodmg his* 
statement. 


Red Star avoid Benfica as 
UEFA launches new soccer format 


I USED TO THINK I COULD 
FALL IN LOVE WITH A REAL 
WORLD WAR. I FLYING ACE... 


BUT LATELY I DREAM OF 
MEETING AN OFFICER IN 
THE FOREIGN LEGION... 


GENEVA (R) — Holders Red 
Star Belgrade avoided past cham- 
pions Benfica as UEFA launched 
their new-look, eight-team 
“semifinals" for the European 
Cup Friday. 

Red Star, who must play all 
matches outside Yugoslavia be- 
cause of the conflict at home, 
start with a tough away match 
against Italy’s Sampdoria in the 
inaugural league series. 

Anderiecfat of Belgium, who 
have won every European dub 
co mp e ti tion except the European 
Cup, and 1971 ftalhfa Panathi- 
naikos of Greece complete 
Group M 

Portugal’s Benfica, who last 
won in 1962, were the only ex- 
champions apart from Red Star in 
the chaw. 


J&tfo Ss« 


The 1988 and 1990 losing final- 
ists must travel to the Soviet 
Union for their first match, 
against Dynamo Kiev. 

A Kiev official joked after the 
draw that the team would have to 
steal back Sergei Yuran, a striker 
they sold to Benfica in July, just 
for the match. 

Spanish champions Barcelona 
and Sparta Prague of Czechoslo- 
vakia are the other teams in 
, Group B. The winners of each 
group in the new league format 
will contest the final. 

The opening matches will be 
played on Nov. 27. 

UEFA President Lennart 
Johansson said he was sure 
UEFA had chosen a winning 
formula for the European Cup. 

Tm convinced, I think it has 
everything. It's dramatic in the 
draw and we’ve ended up with 
the eight best teams.” Johansson 
said after the draw. “It’s a clever 
idea. I can. say that because it 
wasn’t mine.” - 

Barcelona team official 


Frances Ventura agreed, saying 
his team was “very satisfied” with 
tiie group. 

"We agree with the new system 
because its very competitive and 
it fits into our seasonal calendar 
very precisely. It’s very positive 
for Barcelona and the other 
teams,” he said. 

Sampdoria President Paolo 
Mantovani was yet to be con- 
vinced. “We have no idea what 
the interest would be,” he said. 
“We can’t say if tins is good or 
bad, we shall have to wait.” 

English hopefuls Liverpool, 
four times winners of the Euro- 
pean Cup, were drawn away to 
Swarovski Urol of Austria for 
their third round first-leg UEFA 
Cup tie. 

It will be the third encounter 
between English and Austrian 
teams this season — Tottenham 
Hotspur have already beaten 
Sparkasse Stockerau in the Cup 
Winners’ Cup while Arsenal saw 
off Austria Vienna before losing 
to Benfica. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITN OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
Tftura Madia Sarwcas. Inc. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q-l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

W8B2 9962 4AQ83 *76 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A. — Although your spade suit is 
rather anemic and your diamond 
support robust, don't suppress a 
four-card major if you can show it 
at the one-level— even playing four- 
card majors. Respond one spade. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

#JI09 VQ9B CK942 +Q72 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * 1 * ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You have eight points, almost 
all “quacks’’ (queens and jacks), and 
a balanced hand. Unless partner 
can keep the bidding open, this 
hand is going nowhere. Pass, to see 
bow the auction develops. 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*976 ‘-'AS 76 9 A3 *AK94 

The bidding has proceeded; 

North East Sooth West 

1 ? Pass 2 * Pass 

2 V Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— With bQ prims cards, not even 
a raise to four hearts fully expresses 
the value of your hand. We suggest 
the advance cue-bid of three dia- 
monds. to be followed by heart sup- 
port at your next turn to dozily 
your strength. 

Q-4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦AKQJ52 VA 0Q662 *63 
The bidding has proceeded: 


West North East South 

1 * Pass Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — One possibility would be to 
double and then bid spades, but 
. that would not highlight the solidity 
or length of your suit. We would opt 
for a jump to two spades. In the 
pass-out seat, that shows a good 
six-card suit and at least opening 
bid values. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q3 “7-763 OAKJ 10652 *7 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sonth West North East 

3 0 Pass 3 * Pass 

? 

What action do you take? 

A. — If you think that partner is 
bidding simply because he cannot 
stomach diamonds, think again. 
Why should partner move with a 
weak hand and a misfit when he 
knows you have a seven-card suit? 
Partner's three spades is forcing, 
and a doubleton honor in his suit is 
enough to raise. Bid four spades. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4A8762 VQ 0874 *AQJ6 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 2 "7 Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — If a five-card majorite t»na 
you that a rebid of two spades now 
promises a six-card suit and that 
you have to rebid two no trump 
despite the fact that you lack a dia- 
mond stonier, dismiss such advice. 
Any bid other than two spades is 
unthinkable. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You have 
a good dance now to combine every 
detail tfam in important to yon in both 
co n ventional and up-to-date matters to 
you can gam ■ whole new perspective 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Now 
you cm go straight to those who haw 
what you want and let them know in 
your own nrinritshte way that you have 
some ideas helpful to you. 

TAURUS: (AprR 20 to May 20) Confer 
quickly with that person able to give you 
the facts and figures that you want and 
let him see you are abk to act quickly 
sod not drag conversations. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This is 
the moment for you to seek out those 
penons you would Eke to have in your 
fife in the days ahead and to let them 
know you’d make them a loyal, good 
ally. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 
21) You now find that whatever means 
much to you requires the approval and 
active as s is tance of one who is in a 
powerful position. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Look for 
die many new facets of your own 
activities that can be improved and tbeir 
benefit to you enhanced and you make 
this aa unsrafiy productive day. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) 
You have prophetic insight just what 
you can do m order to gain the good wiH 
and active assistance of those specialists 
whose exact knowledge you want. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) 
This h that moment for you to find out 
what you are in far with partners who 
want to be allied with you but have not 


gotten dawn to actual meeting of maids. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 
21) First analyse and schedule the work 
due faces yon and then get it behind you 
swiftly for the aspects indicate quick 
results from ta c kf mg present projects. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to De- 
cember 21) Make a point to use every 
spar e moment to get off to the recrea- 
tions that bring yon solace and the 
pause that re f re s hes and renews ■ right 
s piri t within you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 u Janu- 
ary 20) This is your m o men t to actually 
stow drat you are the one wfao'does 
value the good wfll and waive aDianos of 
those who dwell beneath same roof as 
yoaredL 

AQUARIUS (January 21 to February 
19) Whatever me ans the mast to you 
now should be concentrated upon and 
the a pp r ov a l gotten of regdaraBcs who 
you OTwriatr. with. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20). 
Whatever you would Hike to do dm 
does bring you more ahmwtimoc is 
ex e dleat now so cariy contact those of a 
practical mm of mind and get their 
help. 

Today's chi l d. If your dnkl were born 
today she or be b very much c o nc ern ed 
with having everything ou a sound and 
proper haras. This is a very good chart 
for having to do with merehudismg 
products *" a1 appeal to die of 

the general public. A strong interest in 
the p er formin g arts and gnere in general 
b imficated. 


“The stars impel, they do not 
What you make of yoor Skis, 
to you. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“Your horoscope says today is a 
very bad day to read your 
horoscope.” 



loan Dinar 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

one letter to each square, to ifcmn 
four ordinary words 


DARAM 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAUffi 
d by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee ' 


LOTEX 



□ 


n 



BIRDHY 



□ 

' * 


ERAUSS 


Answer here: 



Now arrange the circled tenets to 
form trie surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: JUICE BISON SCROLL TRIPLE 
Answer What they said about that habitual Bar when he 
passed away— "HE LIES STILL" 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Ber nar d Moron 


ACROSS 
1 Gender abhr. 
5 Air. tribesman 
10 Moccasin 
13 Ward oft 
IS Sheets and 


17 Need 
IS Assist 

20 'Doonesbray' 
cartoontet 

21 Ornamental 
headpieces 

23 Weird 

24 Man Is one 
20 Sotftemand 

EHyth 

20 — 1 '-war bird 
29 Dutch cheese 
33 Terra — 


37 Workers' gp. 
30 Slugger’s stat 
39 Pyrenees 


41 Matched group 

42 Dockers' ong. 

43 Conductor 
Rodztnaki 

44 Excite interest 
40 Wooded valley 
40 Sad marks 

49 Daft 

50 Keen 

52 Vofcante stuff 
54 Certain military 
leader 

57 8admoutfis 
60 Bagel Mer 
01 Curious 
04 Mime 
85 Quarrel 
60 Put off 

67 Metal 

68 Piece Of 
property 

69 Unttof force 

DOWN 

1 Trading place 

2 State pdWflvefy 

3 Faflowtng 

4 Least refined 

5 Cordon — 

8 Goal 


MAMMA 


aaan aaa 

■■■ ana 


C19B1 TlbnMwSin 
M Hlglm RMarwa 

7 Vane efir. 

6 Camping item 

9 Loosen 

10 Bose or Bartlett 

11 Opera offering 

12 Heels 

14 StatSam section 
10 Musical Charles 
22 Lemon and 

24 Fdast 

25 Brings upon 
oneself 

26 Caustic in tone 

27 Exalted 

28 S um mon 


s Puzzle Solve* 


30 Rule out a 
co n te stant 

31 Alaskan 

32 Specks 

34 Desert garb 52 Bandsman 

36 Psychic inits. Brown 

40 wwi twraa sto S3 Greedy 

45 Asked 54 Strip of wood 

47 Faa behind 55 Irefian 

51 Soprano- 56 The yoke’s on 

Tetrazzini them 


nniunn nnnnn nmn 
onnmn nnnirin nno 
mnnnnnnnrcnn ohr 
nnnn mninnn nnns 
nnnnn nnnnn 
rannnrani nnnnnn 
nnnnn rannnnn 
anfnnnnnnnnnrannn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnRRR nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnz.n nnnnn 
nnn mnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnnrn nmnnn 
non nnnnn nnnnn 


Isman 57 Turbulent 

m (Seturtianco 

dy 58 Tied 

of wood 59 Withered 

n 62 Gal. 

lotoson parts 

.. 63 Indian . 
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Financial 
Maricets 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U-S- Mtor In bwiiMionri Markets 



Currency 

bBlWRK 
CUBE 
d— 6/77/97 

TOtyo 

CLOSE 

D-r 7/77/97 

Sterling Pound* 

7.7755 

7.7765 

Deutsche Mark. 

1.6365 

7.6367 

Swiss Franc 

1.4470 

1.4471 

French Franc 

5.5940 

5.5963" 

Japanese Yen 

129.88 

129.93 

Earopean Curreny Unit 

1.2505 

7.2495“ 


USD 


STG 


7/11/91 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U.S. Dottar 

4.87 

4.93 

4 . 93 

5.72 

Sterling Ponnd 

10.31 

10.18 

70.06 

10.00 

Deutsche Mark 

9.00 

9.37 

9.37 

9.37 

Swiss Franc 

7 .68 

8.06 

8.12 

6.06 

French Franc 

9.72 

9.25 

9.25 

9.31 

Japanese Yen 

6.25 

6.75- 

5.37 

5.62 

European Currency Unit 

9.43 

9.68 

9.87 

9.87 


Bmafbtt UJ5- Date* 


I .MO. MO or eqtrivakst. 

7/77/9? 



USQ/Oz 

JD/Gtn* 

Metal 


JD/Gra 

| Gold 

355.50 

6.80 

Silver 

4.09 

.089 


qu 


Harrfc 


* 21 Kanl 


Caotnl Bank of Jordan Exchange Kata ftnllalln 


: 7/77/91 




Currency 

Bid ■ 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6830 

0.6050 

Sterling Pound 

1.2129 

1.2190 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4174 

0.4795 

Swiss Franc 


0.4744 

French Franc 

0.1227 

0.7227 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5256 

(3.5282 

Dutch Guilder 

0.5704 

0.5723 

Swedish Krona 

MB 

. 0.7749 

Italian Lira* 

0.0557 

0.0560 

Belgian Froc 


0.02036 


hr 1M 


7/71/97 


IROatft! 

c3a j? 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7820 

7.7970 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.0773 

0.0780 

SawB Riyal 

0.1818 

0.1824 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

- 

Qatari Rtyal 

BPEEBI 

0.7S60 

Egyptian Pound 

B 

jlZlEMi 

Omani WyA,^ -- 


i mam 

UAEDHmm 


0.1860 



Greek Drachma* 


KH|i 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4830 



hr IM 


Financial Marine* 


Index 

5/77/91 Cloae 

6/11/91 Close 

AH-Sbare 

124.33 

724.30 

Banking Sector 

704.99 

104.80 

lanrance Sector 

126.16 

126.03 


153.81 

153.91 

[Servfcis Seetof ■ ■ 

131.92 

132.78 


si. me - in 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rat^ fo r 
leafing world currencies and gold against the dollar at imdsesaou 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7635/45 

1.1235/40 

1.6460/70 

1.8533/43 

1.4530/37 

33.83/87 

5.614090 

1236/1237 

130.15/16 

6.00800130 

6.4500/50 

6.3780/3830 

353.20/353.60 


U.S. dollar 
Panaifian dollar 
Dentschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian ‘Ore 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Morocco aims to wipe 
out deficits, make dirham 
convertible by. 1993 


RABAT (R) — Morocco plans to 
make its currency convertible by 
1993 following substantial econo- 
mic restructuring over the last 
eight years. Finance Minister 
Mohammed Berrada told parlia- 
ment. 

Opening a debate on next 
year’s budget, Mr. Berrada said 
die cost of servicing the foreign 
debt, estimated by the World 
Bank at S22 billion in 1988, had 
fallen from a peak of 123 per cent 
of gross domestic product (GDP) 
to 81 per cent thanks to resche- 
duling. 

He did not give a current figure 
for GDP. 

He predicted “the end of the 
(debt) rescheduling cycle and 
convertibility of our currency (the 
dirham) by 1993,’ and an “eli- 
mination of the treasury deficit" 
by the same year. 

He said “large-scale adjust- 


ment and res t r u ct u r in g program- 
me," carried out since 1983 at the 
.behest of the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund, 
bad enabled the treasury deficit 
to be cut from 11 to three per cent 
of GDP. 

In the eight-year period, the 
current account deficit of the 
balance of payments was also 
slashed, from 13 to three per cent 
of GDP, and foreign exchange 
reserves rose “from -an insignifi- 
cant level to more than three 
months of imports.” 

The trade deficit was reduced 
from 52 to 39 per cent, largely 
thanks to a surge in sales of 
manufactured goods from 43 to 
62 per cent of total exports. 

Mr. Berrada said per capita 
GDP had almost doubled, new 
investments increased five-fold, 
unemployment cut from 18 to 16 


per cent and inflation reduced 
from eleven to seven per cent. 

Average growth over the eight 
years was 4.6 per cent. Although 
it fell to 2.6 per cent last year, he 
predicted It would rise again this 
year to 42 per cent thanks to “an 
excellent .cereal harvest.” This 
year’s crop was a redord 8.5 
mfltion tonnes. 

He said substantial progress 
was achieved despite heavy de- 
fence spending and investments 
in Western Sahara where PoKsar- 
io gnerriDas have been fighting 
Morocco for independence since 
1976. Officials say more than $1 
billion has been pumped into the 
disputed territory over 15 years. 

Outlining next year’s budget, 
he said some taxes would be 
increased and state spending on 
education would increase by 21 
per cent, on health by 31 per cent 
and on boosing by 183 per cent. 


Defeat of U.S. bank bill 
dashes reform prospects 


WASHINGTON (R) — The re- 
sounding defeat in the U.S. 
House of Representatives of a bill 
that would have overhauled the 
nation’s banking laws reflects 
fears of a repeat of the savings 
and loan debacle and a political 
reluctance to . meddle with com- 
plex financial issues. 

Lobbyists and congressional 
aides said that unless party poli- 
tics could be taken out of bank 
reform, it will be tough to get 
co m prehensive bank legislation 
through a Congress scarred by 
the savings and loan disaster. 

The defeat of the bin in a 
324-89 vote after a gruelling 10 
months of debate dashes hopes 
for broad reform for at least a 
year, aides and bank experts said. 

The Treasury Department ear- 
ly this year proposed freeing up 
banks to compete with insurance 
and securities firms nationwide, 
taming them into financial super- 
markets offering chequing, 
mutual funds, insurance and 
loans. 


The administration argued that 
modernisation was essential to 
strengthen banks, dragged down 
by a decade of bad loans taken oq 
as they tried to grow their way 
out erf shrinking markets and 
compete with foreign banks, 
securities firms and financial con- 
glomerates. 

But many in Congress are un- 
willing to tackle a complex bin 
where success may win a few ' 
votes back home, but mistakes 
could cause financial disaster. 

A sweeping reform bill is com- 
plicated further by the warring 
among financial services com- 1 
parties. Big banks snefa as Citi- 
corp, financial conglomerates 
snefa as Sears Roebuck Co, and 
the treasury are pushing for 
financial supermarkets. 

Lined' up against them are 
prosperous little banks, state gov- 
ernors, securities firms and insur- 
ance agents who resist big-bank 
encroachment on their territor- 
ies. They have the sympathetic 
ear of most politicians. 

The final straw was the Bush 




Amman Financial market weekly 
trailing 

Fhflowxng is a summary of trading during last week and . tbe previous 

week: 




Nov. 2-6 

OcL 26-38 

My average 

JD 1,006330 

JD M6*M» 

Total -franc 

JD 5^34^51 

JD 5330,746 

_ Total shares 

2427,383 

2382361 

No. Of costrac 

to 23» 

3345 


Sectoral trading: 


fitorfrtatf 

JD 231 1,015 

JD 3395397 


(«3%) 

(65-5%) 

Unurlnl 

JD 2310371 

JD 1,229,416 


(433%) 

(23.1%) 

Service 

(83%) 

(183%) 

****** 

<3J%) 

(03%) 

Share price U 

lex 135.7 

1353 

No. of oi— pim 

re 78 

76 

Price —ne— ea 

l(rire) 13 

46 

(Decflnc) 

38 

20 

(Stable) 

21 

10 


administration, which lobbied 
hard for the defeat of foe rewrit- 
ten Mil. 

The White House rallied Re- 
publicans who were angered by 
the numerous added restrictions 
on bank powers that were tacked 
on to the bill in various amend- 
ments. 

“It was a combination of pro- 
cedural disgust, substantive un- 
happiness and personal vendet- 
tas,” said Karen Shaw, banking 
analyst at the Institute for 
Strategic Development. 

As the bill turned partisan, 
several aides said Democrats did 
not want to risk voting for a bank 
bill when they knew tank failures 
are certain to rise next year, 
leaving them open to blame. 

Regulators predict up to 239 
bank failures next year, die high- 
est since the Great Depression, 
up from 137 thb year. 

The federal tank insurance 
fund, which covers customer de- 
posits in failed banks, will run out 
of money any day now. ft is 
reeking STObfljiqp to oon- 
tihne-dosin^and selling off failed 
tanks. J • - 


Cathay Pacific 
to spend $6 b 
on planes 

DUBAI (R) — Hong-Kong- 
tfased Cathay Pacific airlines will 
spend $6 bfltion on aircraft by die 
torn of the century, Pfcte r Sntc h, 
chairman and managing director 
has said. 

He told a conference on the 
future of the civil aviation the 
Asia-Pacific region will continue 
to provjde excellent growth 
opportunities. 

“I definitely expect the Asian 
carriers will have double average 
growth rate of the industry as a 
whole in the coining years,” Mr. 
Sutcfa said. 


Swiss study 
compares 
rents, wages 
and other 
expenses in 
key cities 

GENEVA (AP) — Rents are 
highest in Tokyo, a secretary 
earns most in Geneva and the 
most expensive business lunch is 
to be found in Stockholm, 
accordine to a cost-comparing 
survey by a Swiss company. 

The rent for an unfurnfrbed, 
two-bedroom apartment was 
$6,025 per month in Tokyo, 
according to the survey con- 
ducted in September for the 
Geneva-based Interlink Business 
Research Inc. 

A press summary of the survey 
said die comparable rent for Lon- 
don was $3,420 and for Paris 
$1,400. 

The price for a business lunch 
in Stockholm was given at $182 
compared with $81 for a similar 
lunch in Madrid. 

A comparison of busm&s. 
travel costs in Europe listed Lon- 
don on top with $660 for a “typic- 
al” overnight stay, more than 
twice the $300 to be spent in 
Amsterdam. The calculation in- 
cludes a single hotel room, lunch 
for two, dinner for one and taxi 
fare to and from the airport. 

A medical checkup in Frank- 
furt cost $120 and $20 in Sydney, 
according to die survey. It gave 
the monthly salary of a bilingual 
secretary in Geneva as $3,470, 
compared to $2,105 in London 
and less than $2,000 in Madrid, 
Brussels or Dublin. 


Boeing expects 
2,500 jobs 
to be lost 
in defence 
programme 
reductions 


SEATTLE, Washington (R) — 
Boeing Co. has said it expected to 
cJay’off or reassign at least'2,560' 
Employees because of plans by 
President George Bush to cut foe 
U.S. nuclear arsenal. 

Boeing defence space group 
spokesman Pete Dalcan said four 
Boeing programmes would be 
cancelled as port of Mr. Bush’s 
cuts, announced Sept. 27. 

Mr. Dakau said the Seattle- 
based aircraft maker has de- 
tenmnedthat it would need to cut 
about 2^00 of the defence space 
group’s 44,000 employees as a 
result of the cancelled prog ram - 


The programme cuts affect less 
than five per cent of the division's 
projected sales, and were not 
expecte d to be a major setback in 
die rant’s bid to return to profita- 
bility in 1992. 

The unit had losses of more 
than $400 mflfiou in 1989 and 
1990. Boeing had aimed to pare 
the Josses this year and position 
die unit to readi profitability by 
the end of the year. 


c ? Iqaba Snn. 

APARTOTEL 

Two bedrooms, living room, kitchen, idyllic sea views. 
Rate: JD 30 per night 

Please call Aqaba, Tab 313512 ☆ Fax: 314339 


A service of remembrance will be held at 
the Church of the Redeemer 
- on -Sunday, Nov. 10, 1991 at 6:00 p.m. 


TSnema Tel: 677420 

COWCORD 




Cinema 


Tel: 63414# 


Adel Imam 
In 

SHAMS 

ALZANATI 

(Arabic). 

Shows: 3 JO, 6:15. &30. Uk» 




A Steven Spielberg Masterpiece 

GREMLINS “2” 

Shows: 1230, 3-JO, 6:15, 830. 1030 p.m. . 


Tel: 675571" 


Cinema 


Tel: 




/ RAINBOW V 

"SOMERSAULT TIME* PLAY 

Starring ‘Abu Awwad Family* 


SNAKE EATER 

After the great success it achieved 



continues its shows daily 



at &30 f>.m. 



■ PImm buy your tkriwf* in advance 




DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA 


An independent deluxe furnished villa, consisting c# three 
bedrooms, living room, sitting room, guest room, modem 
kitchen, 2 bathrooms, telephone, separate central heating, 
garage. 

Location: Tareq (Tabarbour) Municipality, foe Retired Service 
Men Housing Estate. Annual rent JD 4000. 

Pis. call teL: 664256/685583 




On Tbe Occasion Of 

HJVL King Hussein’s Birthday 

Tfta National Mute Conaonatory/Noor JU Husain Foundation 



for the second time in Amman 

Grupo de Danzas Populares Ciudad de Sevilla 
Friday, November 15, 1991 at 8.-00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre — Main Theatre 

Tickets for JD 5 are available at: 

-The Royal Cultural Centre, teL 669026 
-Babiche, teL 661322 
-The Spanish Cultural Centre, tel. 624049 
c The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620. 


Algerian energy 
minister defends 
new oil bill 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian Ener- 
gy Minister Nonfine Ait Laous- 
sinc is seeking support for ambi- 
tious new measures to generate 
more revenue from the country’s 
ofl reserves. 

Mr. Laonssine spent more than 
three hours explaining the be- 
nefits to politicians, researchers 
and journalists. 

The draft trill would allow fore- 
ign companies to take a shar e in 
oil and gas deposits, offer tax 
breaks to encourage exploration, 
and allow disputes to be settled 
under international auspices in- 
stead of by Algerian law as at 
present. 

The latest draft was tabled 
Monday. Parliament, dominated 
by members of the former rating 
National liberation Front (FLN) 
has already rejected two govern- 
ment drafts of other laws — one 
on price deregulation and one on 
a new electoral law. 

Mr. Laonssine said the mea- 
sures could bring $14 trillion in 
new foreign investment. 

He predicted that, based cm an 
ofl price of between $20 and $25 a 
barrel, export revenues would 
rise by $2-5 to $3 billion a year by 
1996 and $5 to $6 billion by the 
year 2000. 

This would be in addition to 
tbe $6 to $7 billion expected in 
coining months from foreign ofl 
companies in return for their 
share in production. 

Algeria’s foreign debt is put at 
$25 bfllkm, much of it short term. 
Current servicing and repayments 
take up to 75 per cent of its 
foreign income — the vast major- 
ity earned from gas and ofl ex- 
ports. 

Output from existing oilfields 
totals some 30 miltion tonnes a 
year. But recovery rates are said 
to be cmly 20 per cent because of 
outdated technology and poor 


Mr. Laonssine said that thanks 
to foreign technology recoverable 
ofl reserves would be increased 
beginning next year by 450 mfl- 
tiao tonnes over a period of 20 
years from tbe present 700 mil- 
tion tonnes. 

A further 255 million tonnes 
was expected from 2003, at a time 
when supply from non-OPEC 
producers including tbe Soviet 
Union and North America would 
be in decline. 

“It is a good law. I am optimis- 
tic, even with tbe difficulties we 
might encounter,” Mr. Laous- 
sine said. 

In another economic sector, 
Algeria has registered a trade 
surplus of $1.27 billion in the first 
half of this year compared to a 
deficit of $160 million in the same 
period of 1990. 

Customs department figures 
showed impor in the period were 
worth 64,136 million dinars 
($2.85 billion) and exports 92,703 
millioa dinars ($4.12 billion). 

In die first half of last year, 
imports were worth the equiva- 
lent of $1.9 billion and exports 
$1.74 bfllkm. 

Petroleum represented 96.32 
per cent of exports in tbe first half 
of the year when Algeria ex- 
ported nearly 800,000 barrels of 
crude a day during the Gulf crisis 
when prices rose. 

The customs department did 
not say whether its ' figures took 
into account the devaluation of 
the dinar which lost nearly half of 
its value against the dollar in the 
first half of this year. 

Europe was Algeria’s largest 
trading partner, supplying ' over 
72 per cent of imports and taking 
nearly 74 per cent of exports, 
leaving a surplus in Algeria’s 
favour of 21.8 trillion dinars ($970 
million). 


Heinz to cut jobs 

DUBLIN (R) — HJ. Heinz is to 
make significant cots in its world 
wide work force of 40,000 but is 
still on target with its earnings 
forecasts for tins year, Chairman 
Tony O’Reilly has said*-- 

He said the food product com- 
pany famed for its ketchup, soup, 
baby food, tuna and pet food 
would open a new factory In 
tTwna, try to expand in eastern 
Europe and look for a joint ven- 
ture in South Africa. 

“We would be disappointed if 
we bad less than $6.8 trillion in 
sales co m pared to $6.6 last (fis- 
cal) year and have earnings in the 
$2.40 to $2.41 range compared to 
$2.13 last year,” be told Renters 
in an interview on prospects for 
tire Pittsburgh-based company. 

On job cuts, be pointed to the 
need for automation of tire Heinz 
Staririst tuna factories in Puerto 
Rico and Samoa because labour 
costs there were $8 dollars an 
hour compared to 35-50 cents an 
hour fire their co m pe tito rs in 
Thailand. 

“The rationalisation of our 
manufiicturiiig procedures in tire 
face of tbe North American free 
trade area will cause us to shed 


jobs, some in Canada, some in 
tire United states,” Ire sahiL 

Heinz has signed an agreement 
to produce baby food in tire 
Soviet Union and hopes produc- 
tion will begin within two yean. 

In east Europe, Heinz has 
targeted Poland and Hungary as 
tikdy areas for expansion, he 
said. 

“We are extremely interested 
in South Africa ... the problem in 
South Africa is the obvious one. 

It has been a society in which 
there is a great deal of domestic 
liquidity caused by tbe inability of 
companies to invest outside 
South Africa so there is a great 
deal of rand money chasing a very 
limited number of targets,” he 
pointed out “We are going to 
have to make it a joint venture if 
we do it and we would like tp do , 
it as soon as possible.” 

He was upbeat in reviewing the 
long term prospects for the crys- 
tal and China group Waterford 
Wedgwood in which his Fftzwfl- 
ton investment group has a 29.9 
per cent stake, but acknowledged 
consumer conditions were still 
tough. 


VACANCY 

A major forwarding company is seeking to 
employ qualified and experienced persons 
in the line of international freight forwarding 
with special regards to airfreight imports. 

Candidates must have a minimum of 3 years 
experience and proficiency in English. 

Send your current curriculum vitae to 
the General Manager, P.O. Box 1409 
Amman, no later than 15/11/1991, 
mentioning your telephone contact 


Q. n The Occasion Of 

HJUL King Hussein’s Birthday 

Tba National Mode Con san r atory/ Noor Al Huaaato Foundation 

presents 

Ahbab Al QaTd 

An ensemble of 23 young Iraqi musicians, in an authentic 
performance of Arab folk and traditional music. 

Wednesday and Thursday, Nov. 13 and 14, 1991 at 8:00 p.m. 
Hassan Bln TaJal Auditorium, University of Jordan 
Tickets for JD2 and 3 are available at 

- Arizreh Stores, downtown, tel. 625164 

- 'IYitta FanuKa, Jatal Amman, teL 640065 and Jabal Al Hussein. 
teL 681570 

- Jabri, Shmeisam, tel. 667523 

- Safeway, tel. 685311 

■ Ihc National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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Yugoslav Armed Forces set up 
rockets. EC sanctions announced 


Belgrade (R) — The serb- 
;fcd Yugoslav army said on Friday 
-fe had set up missiles on launch 
.pads and selected targets as bat- 
'Ups raged in Croatia and the 
^European Community (EC) 
'announced sanctions against 


breakaway republic and indicated 
it had bio-chemical weapons it 


tud^revtom^ denied possessing. 


In their toughest warning to 
'Croatia since fighting erupted 
-four months ago, the Yugoslav 
-Aimed Forces told die rebel re- 
' public it risked massive casualties 
' tod ecological disaster to itself 
~fnd Europe if it attacked federal 
Inussfle bases. 

Tire navy imposed a blockade 
«gn six Croatian ports and made 
.- ffear it would fire on any vessel 
.2 feat tried to break through. 

2~- “A certain number of rockets 
‘ ire on the launch ramps and 
ready for action on selected 
. ground targets,” the air force and 
‘Air Defence Co mmand said in a 

" Statement. 

“Suicidal attacks by Ustashe 
TfCroatian) filters on air defence 
Hants threaten not only them- 
i Selves but even people in a wider 
p region of Central Europe.” 
yr The air force said it had set 
' Charges on feel supplies and 
I Stored missiles to prevent Croa- 
r Can forces seizing them. 

; ; It said Croatian forces bad 
> at t acked missile bases in the 


federal forces have been 
backing Serbs in Croatia since 
they took ap arms to oppose the 
republic’s declaration of inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia last 
Jane. 

Fresh fighting erupted Friday. 
Fighter jets fired rockets at sever- 
al Croatian targets, die prat of 
Dubrovnik came under sporadic 
artillery fire and mortar and artil- 
lery battles raged in the centre of 
the republic, Croatian radio said. 

In Rome, the European Com- 
munity clamped wide-ranging 
economic sanctions on Yugosla- 
via and asked die United Nations 
Security Conned to impose an oil 
embargo, Dutch Foreign Minister 
Hans Van Den Broek said. 

He told reporters die 12 EC 
foreign miiustera, meeting on the 
fringes of a NATO summit, also 
decided to continue a 
Community-sponsored peace 
conference in the Hague despite 
continued violations of EC- 
brokered ceasefire. 

The sanction s suspend trade 
concessions, ban imports of 
Yugoslav textiles and drop 
Yugoslavia from a 24-nation re- 
covery programme for Eastern 
Europe. 


“The basic dements of (EC) 
proposals... at a compre- 

hensive political solution of the 
crisis have not been supported by 
■ all parties,” said Mr. Van Den 
Broek, whose country currently 
holds die EC presidency. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Herd said economic me- 
asures coold have only a limited 
effect on the waning parties. 
“We are not pretending tins is 
going to bring about peace in 
Yugoslavia tomorro w ,” he said. 

Tire sanctions are intended par- 
ticularly to hit Serbia, die only 
one of tire six republics that has 
not accepted an EC plan to group 
them in a looser aHiance which 
Serbia says spells the end of the 
Yugoslav state of 23J mflfioa 
people. 

Croatia says more than 2^500 
Croats have been killed in the 
conflict. An unknown number of 
Serbs and federal soldiers have 
been killed. 

Fighting has increased in 
Croatia this week, with die air 
force stepping up strikes from 
Croatia’s Adriatic coast to the 
eastern border with Serbia, its 
traditional arch-rival. 

On Friday, the heaviest battles 
appeared to be in towns around 
Nova Gard&ska in central Croatia 
near the doted Zagreb-Belgmde 


Motorway. 

The navy said it had re- 
imposed blockades at Dubrovnik. 
Shank, Split, Zadar, Rijeka and 
Piece because Croatia had not 
lifted blockades of federal miKt- 
ary bases on its sofl. 

The Yugoslav Armed Forces, 
which total about 180,000 person- 
nel, outnumber and outgun the 
Croatian militias but say they 
have not yet unleashed their fell 
aught. 


Western nnhtaiy expe rts said 
the federal forces have four Ftog- 
7 surface-to-surface missiles and 
SAM-6, SAM-7, SAM-9 and 
SAM-13 missiles. 

Although many of the army’s 
weapons are outdated and in- 
tended for defence, one diplomat 
said: “This is an act of great 
political irresponsibility.” 


Davor Domazet, a spokesman 
for die Croatian National Guard, 
said the army wanted to intimi- 
date Europe more than Croatia. 

“This is just a psychological 
threat. It is directed less t o w a rds 
Croatia than towards Europe be- 
cause of the sanctions it may take 
» pmwt Serbia,” be said. 

Mr. Domazet said the National 
Guard had been sent a copy of 
the army statement Thursday 
mgfat 


U.K. Ruling party suffers Philippine opposition party 


triple by-election blow 


: REDCAR, England (R) — 

- Prime Minister John Major’s 

- Conservatives suffered bumiKat- 
: fag defeats in three parhamanet- 
! ary by-elections within months of 
» ft national election. 

I - But Mr. Jajor said Friday die 
i appo rti on Labour Party’s win by 
* a narrow margin would not trans- 
: fate into a powcr-c a p tori ng vic- 
< lory in a* nationwide poll. 

« - His opponents trumpeted the 
' Outcome as a rehearsal for a 


' general election dne sometime in 
* See next 


next seven months. 

Z r’Mr. Major told reporters at the 
: NATO summit in Rome: ‘The 

• swing from Conservative to 
labour was tiny, far tinier than 
what we have seen in the past, for 

' below what they would need for a 
- general election victory.” 

^ With a nationwide test so dose, 
outcome of Thursday's con- 
i spelled the worst by-election 
. night for the Conservatives since 
ttiey came to power in 1979. 
Results showed Labour nar- 

* lowly captured the northeast En- 
glish constituency of Langbanrgh 
nran the conservatives and easily 
detained their own stronghold of 
Hemsworth, a mining community 
fa the north of England. 

> Labour Party leader Neil Kin- 
aock said the result meant the 
dbuntry had rejected the Con- 
servatives. “The government- 
rtoukl have got the nation to vote 
te a general election and tins 
Boniing we would have had a 
i Labour government” 

. Mr. Major’s party lost control 
of the prospero u s Scottish Kin- 
Sardine and Deeside seat to the 
Centrist Liberal Democrats who 
ieplaced the Conservatives as the 


second biggest political party in 
Scotland, after Labour. 

Further gloom for Mr. Major, 
who must rail an election by oast 
June, emerged with a Mtinwi 
public opinion pofl which showed 
Labour wife enough support to 
win an outright majority in the 
650-member chamber. 

The Gallup survey in Friday’s 
Daily Telegraph newspaper put 
Labour backing at 44 per cent, 
eight points dear of fee Con- 
servatives, wife the Liberal 
Democrats on 15.5 per cent 

Despite Mr. Major’s personal 
popularity, fee Conservatives 
have lost national su p p ort with 
public concern over tire future of 
fee state health service and scep- 
ticism about an end to economic 


recession. 

Of the three seats, Langbanrgh 
was seen as the most accurate 
barometer of national i n ten tion s 
because of its mix of pro- 
ConsCTvative rural areas and in- 
dustrial towns. 

The winner, Asbok Komar, a 
35-year-old Asian origin, beat his 
Conservative rival by only 2,000 
votes, a swing in su p port not 
great enough for Labour to win 
an overall majority if applied 
nationality. 

“Winston Churchill once said a 
majority of one is enough. We 
are the winners,” Mr.Kmnar sairi 
after his victory. 

The Liberal Democrats’ victory 
in Scotland made them the largest 
third party in Britain’s parliament 
since 1935. Jubilant winner Nicol 
Stephen, a 31-year-old lawyer, 
said it also showed Mr. Major’s 
government had to agree to de- 
volve power to Scotland.! 


Miyazawa harps on old 
theme in policy speech 


TOKYO (R) — New Japanese 
niine Minister Knctri Miyazawa 
Mb milled an ambitious policy plat- 
fa™ Friday, pledging to send 
jjgflf w overseas as peacekeepers, 
fate the sta nd ard of living and 
faan op politics. 


- *Yet Mr. Miyazawa, in his first 
policy speech to parliament once 
fating office Tuesday, repeated 
fast of the priorities of fee last 
•dtarimstration and gave little in- 
dfcation of how he planned to 


implement policy. 

The premier, placed in power 
by the ruling party’s backrou m 
bosses, said Japan mart play a 
s i gnifi can t role in fee emerging 
new world order by 
troops overseas for the first time 
since World War IL 

“I believe it is i mp e ra tive that 
Japan make fee utmost effort ... 
to contribute to the United Na- 
tions that has snefra major role to 
play in ensuring world peace,” be' 
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CANADA 

NEEDS IMMIGRANTS 


.Take advantage of big 1991/92/93 admission increase 
-Get assistance, advice and latest information re: 

* Job offer-Do yon need one? * Your application 
. form 

- * Permanent resident visa * Family/relative & retired 
.* Businessmen/investor * Nanny/housekeeper/ J 
domestic 

* Refugee/student/visitor & marriage sponsorship 


X 


International reply coupon requested. Write today: 

^CANADIAN IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES* 
DepU Box 22036 
'45 Ovtrfea Bhd. 

Terra* » Out M4H 1N9 CANADA 


iohdp you successfully qualify. 
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breaks up over nomination 


MANILA (R) — The Philip- 
pines’ largest opposi tio n party 
broke up Friday when opposition 
leader Salvador Laurel expelled 
his two main rivals few the party’s 
nomination to contest fee 1992 
presidential election. 

The break-up of die Nationa- 
lists Party fire days after the 
ra t nrn from exOe of former first 
lady Ime lda- Marcos could 
boott her chances of grabbing the 
opposition’s leadership as it pre- 
pares to challenge President 
Corazon Aquino’s gove rnm ent in 
the May polls, political analysts 


A NaoonaSsta faction beaded 
by Mr. Land s ea l e d the party’s 
break-up by expelling its 
se cre t ary Tgeo ea l, Senator Juan 
fence Emile, and Central Com- 
mittee member Eduardo Co- 
juangco pins five others for 
alleged disloyalty. 

Sen. Entile and Mr. Cojuang- 
co, aumna trs of the late Presi- 
ded Ferdinand Marcos before he 
was ousted in 1986, bad been 
fighting Mr. Laurel for the party’s 


nomination as presidential candi- 
date. 

“Any decision to amputate a 
part of the body is always a hard 
dedsioa ... but we had to do it to 
avert disaster and save the par- 
ty,” Mr. Laurel said ata Naoona- 
hsta meeting which voted to ex- 
pen Sen. Earile and Mr. Co- 
juangco. 

Mrs. Marcos had been trying to 
an^g_^me^^^fee three 

den to patch up their feodb and 
boost o ppo si tion chances in the 
1992 election. 

Mrs. Marcos, who is facing tax 
evasion and corruption c ha ry* 
for allegedly helping her husband 
p l und er the economy during his 
20-year rule, has said she has no 
political ambitions. But fee has 
also hinted she could rfmny her 
mind. 

Mis. Marcos toured refugee' 
camps for Ftrifippme volcano vic- 
tims Friday, giving away auto- 
graphed neks of rice and saying 
.her late husband would hare had 
the camps buOt better and faster. 


Soviets mark communism’s 


demise on Revolution Day 


ST. PETERSBURG, USSR 
(AP) - The birthplace of the Bol- 
shevik Revolution cheered the 
demise of Co mmuni st pow er wife 
skydiveis, fir e wo rk s and con- 
certs, but the festivities con- 
trasted starkly to fee angry lines 
at Soviet food stores. 

In Moscow and elsewhere 
Thursday, people foraged for 
food in continued panfobuying 
before steep price increases take 
effect in the new year year. 
Filmi c fighting in the Caucasus 
caused shortages that led to bread 
riots in Armenia. 

The day that once was the most 
sacred holiday in fee Soviet 
calend a r was marked in the capit- 
al by the small taffies, kept 200 
metres apart by police in gray 
grea t coats. 

Communist supporters car- 
rying Lenin placards mar ched 
through Red Square, denouncing 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

“It's not a holiday for me” 
declared one older woman at the 
pro-Gnznmrimst rally in front of 
fee I-enin Mausoleum. “Hunger 


A subdued rally of anti- 
communist demonstrators, led 
by Russian Orthodox priests, 
mourned the victims of fee Soviet 


great city, most have pride in 
your city and do everything yon 
can to maty: this a place of beauty 
and culture.” Mayor Anatoly 
Sobchak told the crowd in front 
of fee 200-year-old paste] palace. 

The tricolour Russian flag flut- 
tered from buildings. Stunt 
planes roared overhead and para- 
chutists plunged down through 
the gray sky trailing red, white 
and blue streamers and nearly 
hitting spectators in palace 
square. 

S pontan eous small gro u ps de- 
nouncing the Communists sprang 
up around the huge squaree. 

“I cannot forget the terror of 
co mmunism I cannot forget the 
millions who died in. labour 
camps,” St. Petersburg City 
Council member Marina Sotiyev 
scre ec h ed to anybody who would 
Eaten. “This is a day of national 
tragedy.” 

Among the dignitaries in St. 
Petersburg was fee successor to 
fee Russian throne. Grand Duke 
Vladimir KmBovicfa Romanov, 
who arrived from Paris on his first 
visit to Us ancestral homeland 
spent Thursday visiting memo- 
rials to Russia’s royal family and 
meeting wife s up po r t er s. 


34 kffied in plane crash 


traditional Red Square pa- 
rade of soldiers, tanks and mis- 
siles feat glorified Soviet power 
was cancelled by Mr. Gorbachev 
after the fatwi coop 
the party and forced the suspen- 
sion of its activities. 

Less than a mile away from the 
Kremlin, hundreds of people 
fined up glumly for bread at the 
capital’s largest bread store. 
Queues for milk and bread 
formed elsewhere in the dty early 
«on the holiday morni ng. 

Despite the nationwide econo- 
mic arsis, the mood was upbeat 
in St. Petersburg, where more 
than 10,000 people massed in 
front of fee winter palace to cheer 
the official xechristenmg of 
city after more than half a century 
of being called Leningrad in hon- 
our of the founder of the Soviet' 
state. 

“You, fee residents of tins 


Meanwhile, a Soviet passenger 
jet crashed in the Caucasus 
Mount ai n s , killing all 34 people 
on board, the TASS news agenc- 
dy r eported Friday. 

The Yak-40, a short-range 
commuter-style aircraft, was 
Hying over southern Russia when 
it vanished Thursday from radar 
shortly before it was scheduled to 
land in fee Caspian Sea port of 
Makhachkala, the agency said. 

A search was hunched, and 
late Thursday tiie wreckage of the 
plane was found between the 
cities of Buinaksk «n A Makhach- 
kala, TASS said, quoting the 
Soviet Ministry of Civil Aviation. 
All 34 passengers, included two 
children and four crew membera, 
died. 

* The plane was flying south 
from Efista in the Kalmytskaya 
Autonomous Republic to 
Makhachkala in the Dagestan 
Autonomous Republic, fee re- 
port said. 


NATO declares new era of 
cooperation, differs on S. Union 


ROME (R) — NATO leaden 
declared a new era of cooperation 
in Europe Friday, offering formal 
ties to former East European 
adversaries, bat differed sharply 
on bow to deal with the crumb- 
ling Soviet Unkm. 

An eight-page Rome declara- 
tion on peace and cooperation, 
issued on the last morning of a 
two-day summit, declared: 

“The peop l es of North Amer- 
ica and the whole of Europe can 
now join in a community of 
shared values based on freedom, 
democracy, human rights and the 
role of Imv.” 

But the 16 leaders clashed be- 
laud dosed doors on fee Soviet 
Union, with French President 
Francois Mitterrand accusing the 
allies of adopting a hector ing tone 
and doing too little to prevent a 
disintegration of fee Soviet state, 
officials said. 

Spanish Prime Minis ter Felipe 
Gonzalez also raged support for a 
central au tho ri t y , they said. 

France dissociated itself from a. 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) statement which 
urged all Soviet authorities to 
respect international law and 
meet arms control and human 
rights 

A French official s»id Mr. Mit- 
terrand told the alfie* “he feels 
the statement ... takes far too 
high a moral tone. He feels much 
more should be done to support 
President (Mikhail) Gorbachev 
and prevent a di sin teg ration of 
tiie union.” 

The summit adopted a new 
military strategy but the final 
declaration omitted all mention 
of proposals by the United States, 
Britain and fee Netherlands for a 
wider world role for NATO in fee 
post-cold war era. 

Meeting on die fringes of the 
summit, European Community 
Foreign Ministers slapped econo- 
mic sanctions Yugoslavia and cal- 
led oo fee U.N. Security Coundl 
to impose an oil embargo. 

The worsening crril war be- 
tween Serbia and Croatia demon- 
strated the Imitations of NATO 
and the 12-nation EC in handling 
political and security problems in 
Eastern Europe. 


The NATO leaden said it was 
for the peoples of the Soviet 
Union to decide their future rela- 
tionship through pwMBftil anri 
democratic means without 
“threats, intimidation, coercion 
or violence.” 

Apparently in response to the 
French and Spanish criticism, 
they added: “We encourage them 
to progress towards a common 
ground of cooperation, both 
among • rtheandves and with us.” 

Delegates said Mr. Mitterrand 
said the declaration had “fee tone 
of a preaching friar.” 

“If Stalin’s empire disinte- 
grates, that can -only make us 
happy. But if the Russian empir e 
of Peter fee Great disintegrates, 
we will only suffer from the insta- 
bility it will bring. So we must not 
give the impressionof encourag- 
ing it,” heririia the meeting. 

’NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woerner said France, 
had objected to a paragraph in' 
the statement but had not block- 
ed its release. 

The NATO statement warned 
the Soviet Union to keep its vast 
nuclear arsenal ' under tight cen- 
tral control. It also stressed feat 
the Soviet republics must take 
their share of the central govern- 
ment’s international liabilities 
and debts. 

The final declaration papered 
over differences among the allies 
about Franco-Ger man proposals 
for a future joint European de- 
fence fence taking orders from 
the European Community (EC). 

The alhes welcomed the idea of 
developing the nine-nation West- 
ern European Union (WEU) 
“both as fee defence component 
of fee process of European niri- 
fication and as a means of streng- 
thening fee European pillar of 
the affiance.” 

U.S. President George Bush 
voiced blunt concern Thursday at 
the possibility feat European 
allies planned to organise their 
own defence indepoidently of 
NATO and asked for a dear 
statement that American troops 
were still wanted in Europe. 

He got it The NATO declara- 
tion stressed the importance of 
“the trans- Atlantic link 


as demonstrated by fee signifi- 
cant presence of North American 
forces in Europe.” 

NATO also agreed to set up a 
North Atlantic Cooperation 
Coundl to hold annual security 
talks unfe the nine countries of 
Eastern Europe, the Soviet Un- 
ion and fee Baltic States. 

The first meeting of the 25 
foreign ministers will be held on 
Dec. 20 in Brussels, where 
NATO has its headquarters. 

The newly-democratk East 
European states are looking for a 
new security umbrella following 
the ico&apK; of the Soviet-led 
Warsaw Pact this year, but 
NATO leaders agreed that they 
would not extend fee affiance's 
membership for the moment 


The new strategy nnvefled 
Thursday pledges the biggest 
changes in forces and doctrine 
since the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation was founded in 1949 
to counter what it saw as fee 
threat of Soviet invasion of West- 
era Europe. 

To adopt to the collapse of 
communism in the form er East- 
ern Bloc, NATO plans to sKrn 
down its fences poised to resist 
attack from, fee East and create 
mobile multinational that 
could deploy quickly to meet a 
threat on any fr on t 

The new strategy also does 
away with the (rid doctrine of 
“flexible response” that aimed at 
defending fa West with wave 
after wave of nuclear deterrent 
whose use would be highly un- 
likely. 


The United States and Britain 
foiled to convince their allies to 
give NATO a wider military role 
in world crises like the Gulf War. 

Britain backed a U.S. proposal 
feat NATO bases, intelligence 
and supplies -amid be used to 
help enforce U.N. resolutions 
and a Dutch idea that NATO 
could assist the 38-nation Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe in a similar way. 

The s ummi t declaration said 
only that NATO would continue 
to “address broader challenges” 
in its consultations — a bland and 
moon trover si al formula. 


5,000 feared dead in Philippine floods 


TACLOBAN, Philippines (R) — 
At least 5,000 people are feared 
dead in huge floods ■ the central 
Philippines that boiled people, 
can and hones into the sea, relief 
officials said Friday. 

The official death tod stood at 
3,400, but a spokesman for the 
Office of Civil Defence (OCD) in 
Manila said the more than 2,000 
still missing threi ^ays after the 
flood could be pre&ured dead. 

“They’re dead, drowned. But 
we can’t put that down officially 
yet until we have recovered their 
bodies,” Francisco Pena, assis- 


tant OCD chief for operations, 
said by telephone. 

President Corazon Aquino Fri- 
day declared a state of calamity 
on Leyte Island, 560 kflometres 
south east of Manila. The dec- 
laration empowers the govern- 
ment to fix food prices and com- 
mandeer transport and materials 
for speedy rehabilitation of the 
devastated region. 

Heficopteis and C-130 military 
transport planes ferried food and 
medicine to Oimoc Gty, the har- 
dest fait area. At least 3,000 peo- 
ple had been confirmed dead 


there after tropical storm Thelma 
ripped through the area, trigger- 
ing flash floods and landslides. 

“It would be a jobs de» if fee 
missiiig are still afive, but we’ll 
only officially list them as dead 
after two weeks,” said civil de- 
fence officer Vflma Tan in Taclo- 
ban, the capital of Leyte pro- 
vince. 

Hundreds of bodies were swept 
out to sea by the freak surge of 
water which hit the Leyte port of 
Ormoc Tuesday morning, huri- 
ings cars and homes into the 
waves. 


Seoul renounces nuclear weapons 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea re- 
nounced the manufacture, stor- 
age and use of unclear weapons 
Friday in a challenge to its Stalin- 
ist neighbour North Korea to 
allow inspection of its own nul- 
cear programme. 

In an unexpected speech tele- 
vised live. President Roh Tae- 
Woo said: “The Republic of 
Korea will use nuclear energy 
sotely for peaceful purposes, and 
wiU not manufacture, possess, 
store, deploy or use nuclear 
weapons.” 

“Now there can be no reason 
or justification for North Korea 
to develop nuclear weapons or 
evade international inspection of 
its facilities,” he added. 

Defence analysts believe North 
Korea’s midear pro gra mme, cen- 
tred at its Yoogbyon research 


facility north of Pyongyang, aims 
to develop weaponry. 

North Korea has denied the 
charge, but has refused to allow 
international inspection of its 
facilities, and has insisted that the 
United States remove its nuclear 
weapons which are widely be- 
lieved stored in South Korea. 

Mr. Rob also said South Korea 
would join international efforts to 
ban chemical and biological 
weapons and be said his country 
“will not possess nudear fuel 
reprocessing and enrichment faci- 
lities.” 

The North Korean research 
programme has worried not only 
South Korea, which )ias sheltered 
under the American nuclear 
umbrella since fee 1950-53 Korea 
war, but also neighbouring 
Japan, China and the Soviet Un- 


ion. 


“Indeed,” Mr. Roh said, 
“Nudear weapons in North Ko- 
rean hands would be so danger- 
ous and destabilising that they 
would not only threaten the very 
survival of our nation but coold in 
an instant shatter the peace of 
North East Aria and the world." 

While Mr. Roh did not directly 
address the issue of the American 
weapons, a presidential spoke- 
man later said “under dose con- 
sultation, Korea and fee United; 
States will take ap p r o pria te mea- 
sures to implement President 
Rob’s declaration in the shortest, 
time. 

“And the non-existence of nuc- 
lear weapons will be confirmed 
automatically after a certain 
period of time,” the spokesman 
-said. 


Hong Kong begins boat people deportation 


HONG KONG (R) — Viet- 
namese men dong to railings and 
priso n guards carried weeping 
women on to a ferry Friday as 
Hong Kong started its first opera- 
tion to repatriate boat people 
forcibly for almost two years. 

In fa first stage of an opera- 
tion to deport a rag-tag band of 
59 Vietnamese men, women and 
children, prison officers escorted 
the dispirited boat people from 
tbor camp on a remote puttying 
island aboard rvenel to Kai Tak 
Airport. .* *- 

Reporters far one Vietnamese 
woman, Jbjav face swollen from 
weepis*, collapse to the ground 
before ImmIs prison guards car- 
ried her, mat dragging along fee 
ground, onto a Royal Navy ferry 
m a prelude to Saturday’s de- 
portation. 

As other sullen, shabbily- 
dressed boat people shuffled 
aboard, three men resisted 
guards’ attempts to persuade 
them to leave the island’s pier. 

‘They hong on to the raffings. 


they didn't want to go,” said 
Lionel Rodrigues of fee Govern- 
ment Information Services (GIS). 

Prison department employees, 
acting as counsellors, persuaded 
die men to let go. Tire govern- 
ment’s refugee coordinate fHm - : 
tion Leeks said no force h£d been 
used throughout fee operation. 

“There were a couple of people 
... who were reluctant to get on. 
They were guided on to fa fer- 
ry,” he told reporters. “I do not 
think by any stretch of the im- 
agination you could describe that 
as force.” 

The deportation. Which follows 
an agreement by Vietnam last 
month to accept all boat people 
denied refugee status, is fee first 
of what Hong Kong hopes wifi- 
become regular fligh t* 

More than 63,000 Vietnamese 


4,800 in Hong Kong have so far 
been classed as genuine refugees 
under U.N. rate. 

The 59 returnees are so-called 
double-backers and their fami- 
lies. Double-backers are boat 
people who went home voluntari- 
ly but later returned to Hong 
Kong. 


Hong Kong officials aenwey 
than of craning bade in the hope 
of collecting for die second t™- 
United Nations grants 
to help boat people rebuild their 
lives m Vietnam. 

In Hong Kong’s biggest boat 
people camp, Vietnamese mar- 
ched to protest against the opera- 
tion and stood in a minute’s 
sflcnce in a gesture of support for 
fee 59. . 


boat people axe languishing in 
crowded Hoi ” 


Hong Kong camps out 
of a total of more than 120,000 
scattered around tire region. The 
vast majority are economic mig- 
rants seeking a better life — only 


A Prison Department «p okg t- 
man said 3,000 people took part 
in fee main protest. The number 
was wefi down on prote st s last 
month when wefl over 10,000 
demonstrated apmut forced re- 
patriation. 



Soviet gold coins 
flood market 


LONDON (R) — As the Soviet 
Union struggles to meet its 
mounting debts, unusually huge 
quantities of old Russian gold 
coins in mint condition are find- 
ing their way onto tire world 
market, a Norwegian dealer said. 
Jan Olav Aamfid, co-owner of 
coin dealers Oslo Mynthandel, 
said he had recently bought 
22,000 five-rouble gold coins of 
uncirculated high quality and 
wife a retail value of about $3 
milli on from Western banks ami 
Soviet sources. A kradon-based 
dealer said: “What impresses me 
is the quantity of coins at this 
quality and fa premium price 
Mr. Aamfid is seflmg them for — 
which is about twice tire scrap 
value.” Mr. Aamfid said he had 
shipped 20,000 of the coins, each 
containing just under four gram- 
mes of gold, to fee U.S. market 
and had Jready sold half of tire 
remaining 2,000 coins in Norway 
at a retail price of 850 crowns 
($130) each. The coins portray 
Tsar Nicholas II and were made 
between 1900 and 1909. he 


4 legged Chinese 
chicken lays 50 
eggs a month 


PEKING (R) — A four-legged 
Chinese chicken endowed with 


two re po rdn eti ve systems has 
proved itself able to use both to 
lay 50 eggs a month, according to 
a provincial newspaper. The ben 
was bought earlier tins year but 
thought to be a dud unfit it: 
started its high-yield career in 
September, said the Masses 
newspaper of tire eastern pro- 
vince Shandong. The prodigy 
from the northeast province 
Heilongjiang was also bran wife 
two extra usable legs. It sad. 


Nigeria Airways 
staff stage 
dress protest 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria Airways 
workers wore their underwear 
outside their clothes and then- 
shirts and dresses inside out and 
bade, to front, the airline’s 
spokesman said. “They say if s a 
form of protest to press their 
demand for better conditions of, 
service,” Chris Afigbe said of the* 
action by members^ of fee 
National Union of Air traffic 
Services Employees. The airline's 
uniformed staff, including air 
hostesses, were not involved in 


tire protest, he said. Union leader 
Abah Ocetne urged members 
Monday to continue their action 
until fee management of fee 
state-owned airline met feeir de- 
mand for improved allowances 
and a general review of condi- 
tions of services, fee News Agen- 
cy of Nigeria said. 


Saudi to sell his 
‘Jeddah bride* 
diamond 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AP)— 
Saudi businessman Ahmad Has- 
san Fitaihi, who paid $7.15 mil- 
lion for .tire diamond he named 
“Jeddah Bride” said be plans to : 
put the 80-carat diamond for sale. 
Mr. F ataihi bought tire diamond* 
the largest ever bought at ano- 
tion, at Sotheby’s in New’ York 
recently. “I can not keep the 
diamond for ever. My job as a 
businessman is to boy and sdh 


This means feat fa Jeddah Bride 
wifi be put for sale one day,” he 
told the Jeddah daily Asharq A1 
Awsai in an interview published 
Tuesday. He described tire fiaw^ 
less rectangular diamond as uni- 
que among the f am o u s diamonds 
of fee world. “It is the first ia the 
world in colour, parity and stupe 
but- the sixth . in weight,” be said. 
Mr. Fitaihi believes that rare di- 
amonds can be a good investment 
if bought at the right time and 


p ric e. 

China to get tough 
on tomb robbers 


PEKING (R) — Chinese author- 
ities, alarmed by a spate of grave 
robberies, (dan to get tough 0 ® 
criminals who plunder ancient 
sites, the official People’s Daily 
said. “Recently the incidence of 
grave robberies has risen drama-' 
tically,” the new spap er saxh 
“This has caused huge losses to 


the motherland’s precious coltn- 
ral heritage.’ 1 Serious pturifement 


would be impo s ed, it said without 
elaborating. The newspaper said 
.officials must be convinced that/ 
tire crime was serious. “Some 
local officials condone grave rob- - 
bery, believing it fa one way for: 
* to get rich.” It said i* 
ronkl be offered to iafor-< 
mers. Chinese archaeologists i 
have periodically complained that 
ancient sites, which .are jnuehL 
protected, _ are easy prey for- 
thieves. Chinese fetch} 


high prices overseas. 
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